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nterpreting the results of
AMERICANSTYLE'S 2009
Top 25 Arts Destina-
tions poll was a little like
reading tea leaves. Were
readers looking for security
in making their selections
this year? Reassurance? Bar-
gains? Sure bets?

Or did the majority of this year’s voters just really, truly,
wildly love New York, Buffalo and Santa Fe?

We think it’s an exuberantly mixed-up combination of
all the above.

Aside from one Midwestern city that came out of
nowhere to ruftle up the rankings in the Mid-Size category,
all three top destinations in both the Big and Small Cities
groups, plus the first and third place holders in the Mid-Size
Cities category, have stayed exactly the same as last year.

New York City, which was the No. 1 Big Cities arts des-
tination in 2008, came in at No. 1 again with almost double
the number of votes over second-place winner Chicago,
which also held the No. 2 spot last year. And Washington,
D.C., which placed third on the Big Cities list in 2008, is
third again this vear.

Dark horse Chattanooga, Tenn., which didn't place any-
where at all in the Mid-Size Cities rankings last year, muscled
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Readers vote for exciting, reliable,
budget-minded destinations in
our 12th annual American
arts destinations poll

By THE STAFF OF AMERICANSTYLE

New York's iconic Brooklyn Bridge
connects Brooklyn to Manhattan.
However you get there, be sure

to check out The Metropolitan
Museum of Art's new American
Wing Galleries, including the
Charles Engelhard Court, above,
reopening May 19.

its way into the No. 2 spot for 2009, forcing former second-
place holder Scottsdale, Ariz., down two notches to No. 4.
Buffalo, NY., held on to its top spot in the Mid-Size ranks
for 2009 by a tight margin (fewer than 100 votes), while
Pittsburgh, Pa., came n solidly again this year at No. 3.

Santa Fe, N.M. (No. 1), Asheville, N.C. (No. 2), and
Sedona, Ariz. (No. 3) all held on to their top rankings in
the Small Cities & Towns category again this year, although
some interesting shuffling has taken place within the list for
places like Saugatuck, Mich. (5th place this year, up from
24th in 2008), Laguna Beach, Calif. (17th on this year’s list,
up two spots from last vear) and Tubac, Ariz. (ranked 23rd
in 2008 bur failed to make the cut in 2009),

What follows are complete lists of all 25 winning cities in
each category, plus budget-minded tips and information for
making your money go further in some of the most exciting
arts destinations in the United States.

THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART




1. NEW YORK CITY
What's to say about New
York that you haven’t heard
before? Plenty, according

to AMERICANSTYLE readers
who overwhelmingly voted
it into the top spot for the
sixth consecutive year. “It’s
the benchmark,” says reader
Jenny Moore; “the center of
the arts world,” adds Bebe
Antell. High on this sea-
son’s “must-see” list are the
American Wing Galleries at
The Metropolitan Museum
of Art. Reopening May 19
after a comprehensive two-
year renovation, the space
includes the reconfigured
Charles Engelhard Court
and 12 historic period
rooms where visitors can
tour American decorative
arts from the 17th to 20th
centuries.

CITY STEAL: The Staten Island
Ferry offers a 25-minute break
from the hustle and bustle of
city streets, plus breathtaking
views of skyscrapers and
bridges in Lower Manhattan—
for absolutely free. Before
heading back, check out the
Staten Island Museum (two
blocks from the ferry terminal),

as well as the eclectic mix of
galleries nearby.

COMING SOON: Billed as New
York's biggest block party,
the 31st annual Museum Mile
Festival kicks off June 9 on
the steps of the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum and
includes free access to all nine
museums along the traffic-
free stretch of Fifth Avenue
between 82nd and 105th
Streets.

2. CHICAGO

Chicago is Obama coun-
try, and the Second City is
reveling in the new First
Couple’ reflected glory.
AMERICANSTYLE readers
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Chicago proves that art is cool
with its water-spouting, video-
projecting Crown Fountain in
Millennium Park.

think Chicago is pretty
cool, too. "I love the public
art,” writes Lou Celia Frost,
while Rochelle Williams
says Chicago is “inexhaust-
ibly rich in art treasure.”
Take advantage of one of
the Chicago Architecture
Foundation’s myriad tours,
including a new walking
tour of the transformed
River North neighborhood,
home to one of the coun-
try’s largest collections of
art galleries.

CITY STEAL: Stroll down to
Millennium Park to see its
wildly popular public art
attractions, including Jaume
Plensa's twin-towered, water-
spouting, video-projecting
Crown Fountain, and Anish
Kapoor's “Cloud Gate," a
massive elliptical stainless
steel sculpture that invites
visitors up close to see the
skyline from a whole new
perspective.

COMING SOON: May 16 marks
the opening of the Art Institute
of Chicago's new Modern
Wing, designed by starchitect
Renzo Piano. The long-awaited
264,000-square-foot glass-
and-limestone addition will
house some of the greatest
works of painting, sculpture,
photography and design of the
20th and 21st centuries.

3. WASHINGTON, D.C.

New president, new admin-
istration, new Capitol
Visitors Center, even new
swings on the White House
lawn. Washington, D.C.,

is another top arts desti-
nation capitalizing on its
Obama connection. “D.C.

is definitely experiencing

a renaissance of music and
art with the change in gov-
ernment,” says reader Brett
Garner. Add in its unbeat-
able selection of world-class
museums and it’s easy to see
why AMERICANSTYLE read-
ers voted it No. 3 again this
year.

CITY STEAL: You still can't beat
the National Mall, where all
Smithsonian Museums, plus
the National Gallery of Art and
its Sculpture Garden, always
offer free entry. Check out

the National Gallery's new
installation “Multiverse,” artist
Leo Villareal's largest and most
complex light sculpture to date.

COMING SOON: The 43rd
annual Smithsonian Folklife
Festival comes to the Mall
June 24-28 and July 1-5.

This year's focus is “Giving
Voice: The Power of Words in
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African-American Culture," and
as in years past, it includes
free ongoing programs of
music, song, dance and craft
demonstrations.

2009 Top 25
BIGCITIES

(Populations of 500,000
or greater)

1. New York, N.Y.

2. Chicago, Ill.

3. Washington, D.C.

4. San Francisco, Calif.

5. Albuquerque, N.M.

6. Boston, Mass.

7. Seattle, Wash.

8. Atlanta, Ga.

9. Philadelphia, Pa.
10. Los Angeles, Calif.
11. Portland, Ore.

12. Baltimore, Md.
13. Denver, Colo.
14. Phoenix, Ariz.
15. Austin, Texas

16. Charlotte, N.C.
17. Columbus, Ohio
18. Nashville, Tenn.
19. San Diego, Calif.
20. Tucson, Ariz.

21. San Antonio, Texas
22. Las Vegas, Nev.
23. Milwaukee, Wis.
24, Dallas, Texas

25. Houston, Texas

JEFF TINSLEY / SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

Visitors flock to the nation’s capital for the
Smithsonian Folklife Festival on the Mall each year.
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2009 Top 25
MID-SIZE
CITIES

(Populations of 100,000
to 499,999)

1. Buffalo, N.Y.

2. Chattanooga, Tenn.

3. Pittsburgh, Pa.

4. Scottsdale, Ariz.

5. New Orleans, La.

6. Charleston, S.C.

7. Savannah, Ga.

8. Cleveland, Ohio

9. Ann Arbor, Mich.
10. Minneapolis, Minn.
11. Alexandria, Va.
12. Miami, Fla.
13. Tacoma, Wash.
14. St. Louis, Mo.
15. Athens, Ga.
16. Kansas City, Mo.
17. Colorado Springs,

Colo.

18. Providence, Rl
19. Salt Lake City, Utah
20. Honolulu, Hawaii
21. Rochester, N.Y.
22. St. Petersburg, Fla.
23. Cincinnati, Ohio
24. Raleigh, N.C.
25. Tampa, Fla.
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1. BUFFALO, N.Y.

It has proven to be a good
year for our returning
champ in the Mid-Size
category. Buffalo made The
New York Times” worldwide
list of “The 44 Places

to Go in 2009, and was
included on the Natonal
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation’s list of “America’s
Dozen Distinctive Desti-
nations.” AMERICANSTYLE
reader Mary Alice Nolan
thinks the accolades are
coming not a moment

too soon. “We have been a
well-guarded secret far too
long,” she says. “We have
much more to offer besides
snow!”

CITY STEAL: The Albright-
Knox Art Gallery charges

no admission on “Free
Fridays" from 3-10 p.m.

Make an evening of it with
complimentary hors d'oeuvres
and drink specials at Muse,
their new dining space.

COMING SOON: See the work
of more than 400 juried artists
at the outdoor Allentown Art
Festival, June 13-14.

JUNE 2009

THE BUFFALD NIAGARA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAL / ANGEL ART LTD,

THE HUNTER MUSEUM OF AMERICAN ART

In June, Buffalo warms up for the outdoor Allentown Art
Festival, featuring more than 400 juried exhibitors, left. This
spring, the Hunter Museum of American Art, above, presents
“Jellies: Living Art” with the nearby Tennessee Aquarium.

2. CHATTANOOGA,
TENN.
Chattanooga’s commit-
ment to the arts has helped
lead a citywide revitaliza-
tion, drawing artists and art
lovers to take up residence
there. Programs such as “Art
in Public Places” put power
in the public’s hands, allow-
ing them to choose which
outdoor sculptures to install
around town. “Chattanooga
has art everywhere, from
the side of a walking path
to downtown sculptures,”
says reader K. Schwartz.
Tiern to page 53 to read more
about Chattanooga’s revitaliza-
tion efforts.

CITY STEAL: Tour the city like

a local, on the budget of a
college student. Allied Arts of
Greater Chattanooga has put
together maps of art and craft
destinations around town; visit
www.alliedartschattanooga.org
to find free “Art Trails."

COMING SOON: The Hunter
Museum of American Art
teams up with the Tennessee
Aquarium for “Jellies: Living
Ar," featuring live jellyfish
alongside studio glass by Dale
Chihuly, Stephen Rolfe Powell,
Cork Marcheschi and Thomas
Spake beginning May 15.

3. PITTSBURGH, PA.
You may think that sports
rule in a city still ringing
from its sixth Super Bowl
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win, but a recent survey
by a local statistical track-
ing group proved that the
arts are king in Pittsburgh.
Pittsburgh Today's report
showed that more people
attend art events than sport-
ing events in the city each
year. I find Pittsburgh’s
accessible, surprising, fre-
quently changing variety
of art to be a huge perk to
life in the city,” says reader
Marc Rettig.

CITY STEAL: Admission to the
famous Andy Warhol Museum
is half-price Friday evenings
from 5-10 p.m. Join in a beer
tasting the second Friday of
each month, or a wine tasting
on the last Friday.

COMING SOON: Each year,
around 500,000 people flock
to the annual Three Rivers
Arts Festival, one of the
longest multidisciplinary art
festivals in the country. Join
them this year, June 5-14, at
various locations throughout
downtown Pittsburgh.

Pittsburgh's three rivers provide
a scenic backdrop for tourists
and locals alike.
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1. SANTA FE, N.M.

It may be the number one
small town on our readers’
list, but Santa Fe is anything
but small when it comes

to the arts. The area in

and around Canyon Road
boasts nearly 50 galleries
alone, housed in authentic,
restored adobe buildings

in an effort that garnered

a nod from the American
Planning Association, which
named it one of the 10
Great Streets for 2007.“The
town is unintimidating,”
agrees reader Jamie Win-
slow, perfect for “days of
friendly conversation, easy
walking to the galleries and,
most importantly, fantastic
art and artists.”

CITY STEAL: Get the most bang
for your museum admission
buck with a four-day pass for
only $20 that gets you into five
grand institutions. Pick them
up at one of the participating
museums, including the
Museum of International Folk
Art and the Palace of the
Governors.

COMING SOON: Embrace the
art inherent in the three Rs
at the Recycle Santa Fe Art
Festival, Nov. 13-15; more
than 50 artists display work
made with a minimum of 75
percent recycled materials.

2. ASHEVILLE, N.C.
This perennial favorite,
located in the heart of the
Blue Ridge Mountains, has

it all: gourmet restaurants,
award-winning accommo-
dations and an arts scene
that dates to the turn of

the century, when Edith
Vanderbilt helped organize a
program to teach traditional
crafts here. Asheville is
“bursting at the seams with
artists,” enthuses reader Jenny
Moore. Fellow admirer
Monica Williams calls it
“the Paris of the South”

cITY STEAL: When visiting the
Asheville Art Museum, stop

by the Art-o-mat tucked into a
comner of the Museum Shop.
The repurposed cigarette
vending machine dispenses
original, one-of-a-kind works of
art, all priced at $5.

COMING SOON: Join some
300,000 people at Bele
Chere, the self-proclaimed

Work at this year's Sedona
Arts Festival includes glass
by Marcus Thesing, above;
last year's Bele Chere festival
in Asheville included work by
exhibitor Gypsy Hundley.

largest free street festival in
the Southeast, July 24-26.
Along with craft booths, live
music and family activities, arts
demonstrations have been
added to this year's event.

3. SEDONA, ARIZ.
Whether it’s the breathtak-
ing natural landscapes or
the spiritual energy, artists
have been finding inspira-
tion among the red rocks
of Sedona since surrealist
painter Max Ernst arrived
in the 1950s. Art lovers fol-
lowed suit, and now more
than 40 galleries offer a
wide range of work by
local and regional artists.
“The town is charming and
friendly,” says reader Chris
Quinn, with “clever, cre-
ative artists.”

CITY STEAL: Jump on the
Sedona Trolley the first Friday
of every month for the Sedona
Gallery Association's free
gallery tour, with stops in
Uptown Sedona, Tlaquepaque
and Hozho offering special
exhibits and art events. The
trolley even includes a tour
guide to help participants
decide where to go.

COMING SOON: The 19th
annual Sedona Arts Festival
takes place Oct. 10-11,
showcasing the work of more
than 150 of the country's finest
artists and craftspeople. @

2009 Top 25
SMALLCITIES

(Populations of less than
100,000)
1. Santa Fe, N.M.
2. Asheville, N.C.
3. Sedona, Ariz.
4. Taos, N.M.
5. Saugatuck, Mich.
6. Key West, Fla.
7. Berkeley Springs, W.V.
8. Boulder, Colo.
9. Carmel, Calif.
10. Coming, N.Y.
11. Sarasota, Fla.
12, Beaufort, S.C.
13. Chapel Hill, N.C.
14. Burlington, Vt.
15. Annapolis, Md.
16. Aspen, Colo.
17. Laguna Beach, Calf.
18. Northampton, Mass.
19. Eureka Springs, Ark.
20. Brattleboro, Vt.
21. New Hope, Pa.

22. Naples, Fla.

23. Cumberland, Md.
24, Berea, Ky.

25. Portsmouth, N.H.

And the
Winner s ...
Melanie Groves of
Pittsburgh, Pa., voted
with great contempo-
rary art exhibitions,
museums and arts
funding in mind when
she filled out our
2009 Top 25 Arts
Destinations poll. She
was randomly selected
to receive a $500

travel voucher among
readers who voted.
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hen joggers and bicy-
clists complained that
the River Walk in
Chattanooga, Tenn., did not have
distance markers, the city didn’t
just install signs. It commissioned
artist Jim Collins to create colorful
sheet metal sculptures—depicting
a mother pushing a baby carriage,
joggers and bicyclists, among other
subjects—to mark the miles,

Chattanooga supports artists and
appreciates the ways they enhance
the area’s quality of life. Its annual
celebration of the arts, the 4 Bridges
Arts Festival,” held April 18-19 this
year, attracts creators and patrons
from around the country.

It wasn't always so. The thriv-
ing manufacturing center, known as
the “Dynamo of Dixie,” fell victim
to urban blight. By the middle of
the 20th century, foreign compe-
tition forced the closing of found-
ries and factories in Chattanooga.

Creating Community

CITY ARTS

“MicKey Watcher.”
» @ powder-coated

* aluminum and
steel'sculpture by
Jim Callins, made
an appearance at
the River Gallery
Sculpture Garden

* “-as part of the.
artist's solo show.

When Chattanooga,
Tenn., hit hard times,
artists and other residents
rallied to bring it back, and
better than ever

By SHirLEy Moskow

High unemployment and racial ten-  “Chrysalis
sion followed. Air pollution was so ?e:t"’“o“"
. . . s by
P . il - 2 . »
bad that in 1969 Walter Cronkite Christopher
called Chattanooga “the dirtiest city ~ Mosey, a

in America” on the CBS Evening 9lass artist
N who helps
Y
#NEMS mentor new
Forty vears later, the comment  artists in

still rankles Chattanoogans. It also ~ Chattanooga.
spurred them to action. Private

foundations and public agencies rein-

vented the city together. Allied Arts,

a private association, was formed

in 1969 to promote the arts. A big MR ) . ;
boost came in 1985, when the city . ey
launched a 20-year plan to reclaim
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CITY ARTS

“We’re finding the true meaning of
community here.” —mii Boni, artist

54

Miki Boni's studio is located in

her newly renovated century-old
Victorian. Inside, she puts the
finishing touches on “Alone With Her
Thoughts” as her cat Suki looks on.

AMERICANSTYLE

+ JUNE

2009

22 miles along the Tennessee River.
The city also committed $100,000 a
year for public art. Now contempo-
rary sculptures accent the cityscape.

“The transformation is amaz-
ing,” says Mayor Ron Littlefield. He
credits artists who moved into gritty
neighborhoods with playing a key
role in the renaissance.

“Artists are pioneers by nature.
In Chattanooga, they are urban pio-
neers,” he says. “They cleaned up
the city.” Today, galleries line the
streets, and artists live and work in
formerly abandoned buildings. All
over town, restaurants like Sticky
Fingers and Broad Street Grille at
The Chattanoogan Hotel display
original art and crafts.

Artists and craftspeople often
live and work in old warehouses
or mills in rundown parts of cities
across America. They use their cre-
ative talents and energies to improve
the areas, building lofts and open-
ing galleries. The revived neighbor-

Close to 1,000 people showed up at an
ArtsMove event at artist Terry Cannon's
Loose Cannon gallery last summer for
local food, local artists and live music.

hoods attract young professionals and
empty nesters. Property values rise
and rents increase, forcing out the
very artists who rescued the neigh-
borhood. The scenario is repeated in
city after city.

Charttanooga is breaking this
cycle. ArtsMove, an artist outreach
and relocation program, provides
up to $15,000, interest free, in for-
givable mortgages so that artists
can own their homes. In return,
recipients commit to living in an
in-town neighborhood for five years
and contributing to the cultural and
economic vitality of the city.

rtsMove has helped painter

Miki Boni and her husband,
sculptor Thomas Paulsin, trans-
form a dilapidated 100-year-old
brick house into the studio of their
dreams. The couple relocated from
Florida. *“We met others in our new
urban neighborhood—artists and
non-artists alike—and we're find-
ing the true meaning of community
here,” Boni says.

"We want to see community
impact,” says Helen Davis Johnson,
creative strategist of the three-vear-
old program. “We want to see the
artists grow.”

Sculptor John Petrey, among the
first artists to participate in Arts-
Move, bought his home in 2006.
He and his wife Peggy, a jewelry
artist, looked at several communi-
ties around the country when they



decided to move from Florida, “Of
all the cities we looked at seriously,
Chartanooga is truly an artists’ com-
munity,” says Petrey.

Newcomers discover a welcom-
ing atmosphere. Self-taught artist
Terry Cannon, a Chattanooga native
whose work is in the permanent col-
lection of the Mennello Museum of
American Art in Orlando, Fla., con-
tributes to the support network. He
was among the first to purchase an
abandoned ware-

house in Southside “\W@’ye got exciting
people, and they
are collaborating
in exciting ways.”

—Helen Davis Johnson,
creative strategist, ArtsMove

for his studio. In
addition to shar-
ing expertise, he
exhibits the work
of local artists at
his gallery, Loose
Cannon.

Newcomers often find work
with established artists. “We try to
find ways for them to make money,”
says award-winning glass artist
Christopher Mosey of Ignis Glass
Studio. “This is a very nurturing
community.”

In addition to his glass blowing
studio, Mosey maintains a retail
gallery that exhibits work by artists
from the U.S. and Canada.

he Chattanooga Arts Tour,

led by artists, gives you the
opportunity to visit private studios
and public art sites in Chatta-
nooga. Reservations are required.
Visit www.chattanoogaartstour.
com for more information. To see a
list of artist studios, galleries and
arts organizations around
Chattanooga, go to the June issue
online at www.americanstyle.com.

outhside is one of three

distinct arts districts,
along with the North
Shore and Bluff = -

View, where 2% Toh .

visitors may S
tour galler-
1es and studios.
In the Bluff View Art District, art-
ists post signs by their studio doors
to let visitors know they're in.
There's also a sculpture garden at
the River Gallery,
with works by
such world-class
artists as Frank
Stella and Albert
Paley. With an
elegant inn, cafes
and restaurants in
restored period
buildings, it's difficult to believe
that this charming neighborhood
was once so run down there was
talk of leveling it.

The Association for Visual Arts
(AVA) is the centerpiece of the
funky North Shore Art District,
which includes a popular 100-year-
old carousel. The AVA presents a
full program of classes, lectures, and
about 10 exhibitions annually. Its
brochure features a map of neigh-
borhood galleries and studios.

Chattanooga’s journey from
urban blight to artful revival was
anything but effortless, but the
battle, and the relationships built
along the way, have only served
to make the community stronger.
“We've got exciting people,” says
Johnson. “And they are collaborat-
ing in exciting ways.” @

Lexington, Mass.-based freelancer
SHIRLEY MOSKOW writes about her
passion for travel and art.

A true Chattanooga success
story, John and Peggy Petrey
were two of the first artists to
participate in ArtsMove. Peggy
creates handmade jewelry like
the necklace shown above,
while John is known for mixed-
media sculptures like the one
displayed behind him.
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hand-blown glass

- sculpture in the
Italian tradition with
contemporary boldness

www.kerrickjohnson.com

kerr

Chattanooga Arts Tour is an
innovative art experience that
allows you exclusive access to
private artist studios. Each tour

is a one-of-a-kind art encounter
customized to your taste, and
includes only the artists who
interest you. You'll meet the artists
in their environment, view their
creative process, discuss the

work and have the opportunity to
purchase art directly.

Visit our website

to preview all of the
participating artists
and customize your
personal tour,

www.chattanoogaartstour.com 423.413.1579

JOHN PETRSEY
SES

SCULPTURAL

www.johnpetrey.com

JUNE
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