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The U.S. Census Bureau 
says safety is top priority for 
its employees and the public. 
That’s why the Census Bureau is 
reminding people that census 
address listers wear official 
identification badges and use 
handheld computers that 
capture GPS information 
as they verify an address. 
The 3,000 employees now 
combing Tennessee streets 
building an address list for the 
2010 Census might also carry 
black workbags with the words 
“U.S. Census Bureau” on them.

“Anyone who is worried by someone 
gazing at his house or knocking at her door 
should ask for identification,” said William 
W. Hatcher, regional director in the Charlotte 
Regional Census Center. “You can ask for the 
address lister’s name and the phone number 
of the local census office to call and verify 
employment.We want residents to feel safe so 
that census workers can safely do their jobs.”

Three census offices opened in Tennessee 
in 2008. They are located in Knoxville 
(865)291-5400, Memphis (901)251-4390 
and Nashville (615)234-5740. Address listers 
are updating and completing a confidential 
address list that will be used to mail or deliver 
2010 Census questionnaires next March. The 
address canvassing operation began April 13 

and will continue through mid-summer.  
Hatcher stressed that census workers 

never ask for a bank account number or 
social security information. “Our address 
listers record only address information during 
this operation,” Hatcher said. “All of the 
information the Census Bureau gathers in the 
decennial census is strictly confidential.” 

Decennial Census results will be used to 
determine the number of congressional seats 
for each state, the shape of legislative and 
local government districts, and how $300 
billion in federal funds is distributed annually 
to communities across America.

For more information go to the Census 
Bureau’s online newsroom at http://www.
census.gov/2010.

Safety First:  How To Identify Census Workers
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Administrator’s Letter
This is the last issue 

of Common Ground 
that will be printed and 
distributed monthly in the 
Chattanooga Times Free 
Press newspaper. Sadly, 
budget constraints make it 
necessary to distribute the 
newsletter electronically. It 
will still be alive and well 
but via e-mail and on our 

website at www.chattanooga.gov on the Neighborhood 
Services and Community Development page. The newsletter  
has served well in keeping Chattanooga’s residents apprised 

Beverly P. Johnson, Administrator

City Spotlight

Name: Sherry Paty
Position: City Court Judge
Family: Two children, Rachel (11), 
Zachery (15)

Education: Hixson High 
School, UTC, UTK Law 
School
Favorite Food(s): I like all 
types of food
Least Favorite Food(s): 
Cauliflower
Favorite Color: Blue
Favorite Sport: Tennis
Hobbies: Bike riding, 
traveling, playing tennis
Favorite Book(s): To Kill 
a Mockingbird, The Kite 
Runner
Favorite Movie(s): Grease, 
The Sound of Music, and 
Forrest Gump
Pet Peeve(s): Being late, 
rude people

Greatest Personal Accomplishment: My children.
Greatest Professional Accomplishment: 

Being elected Judge
What do you like most about your job: Interacting with 

people and that everyday is different
What is something most people do not know about 

you: I love to ride roller coasters.

by Ed Graham, Codes Enforcement Inspector Supervisor

Name:  Russell Bean
Position:  City Court Judge 
Family:  Children, Chris, Russ, and Hollie.
Education:  Red Bank High School, 

Middle Tennessee, UT Law School
Favorite Food(s): Vegetables, 

pizza, and Big Macs
Least Favorite Food(s): Caviar 
Favorite Color: Green
Favorite Sport: Football in fall; 

basketball in winter; baseball 
and golf in summer.

Hobbies: Bike riding, hiking, 
travel, dancing, riding wave 
runners, calling radio talk shows.

Favorite Book(s): “Missing 
on Lonely Mountain”

Favorite Movie(s): Titanic, Mr. 
Holland’s Opus, Spartacus, 
Calamity Jane, Deep Impact, 
Grease, Kindergarten Cop, 
Terminator 2, and all Roy Rodgers 
and Gene Autry movies.

Pet Peeve: Gangs, too many guns 
in society, road hogs, mean and inconsiderate people.

Greatest Personal Accomplishment: My children and family
Greatest Professional Accomplishment: Being 

a teacher and becoming a judge.
What do you like most about your job: Teaching and helping people.
What is something most people do not know about you: Maybe 

the fact I don’t like to ride roller coasters, they might fall.

of the many opportunities to become involved and make 
their community a better place to live, work and play. We 
look forward to its next evolution into cyberspace. Make 
sure you send us your request to put you on the email  list so 
you never miss an issue.

Congratulations to the applicants chosen for the 2009 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute class (see page 3). 
These are people from communities all over Chattanooga 
that are willing to put forth the effort to learn how to bring 
about change in their neighborhoods. They are the future 
leaders that will help make Chattanooga the best that it can 
be. If you don’t know them now, you will in the future. We 
look forward to working with each and every one of them 
for many years to come.
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The freshman class of council members promises 
new direction and change for our city.  It also includes 
two alumni of the Neighborhood Leadership 
Institute, Councilwoman Pam Ladd from District 3 
and Councilman Andraé McGary from District 8.

When the Department of Neighborhood 
Services and Community Development 
established the Neighborhood Leadership 
Institute (NLI) in 2007, the goal was to strengthen 
Chattanooga’s neighborhoods by providing 
skills training for current and up-and-coming 
community leaders. Even though it was not an intended 
result, looking back it seems like a natural outcome of the 
training and networking NLI provides that a few motivated 
individuals with a passion for our neighborhoods would 
take that next step into public service.

When speaking with Councilwoman Pam Ladd about 
her NLI experience, she indicates one of the many benefits 
is the opportunity to get to know other leaders you may 
otherwise never meet. “NLI gave me the platform to 
connect with other neighborhood leaders, to connect the 
dots. I realized that we all share similar issues, successes, 
challenges and desires as far as our neighborhoods are 
concerned. It provided the opportunity to learn from other 
neighborhood leaders.”  

Councilwoman Ladd also found the course material 
to be informative and empowering for a community 
leader. “The NLI course itself gave me a much better 
understanding of City government layout, what the City is 
and is not responsible for, and what the neighborhoods need 
to be doing for themselves. The course definitely gave me 
the confidence and motivation to run for City Council when 
an opening appeared in my district. I felt I understood the 
needs of the community and the structure of government 
enough to serve my district well.”

Councilman Andraé McGary echoes Councilwoman 
Ladd’s sentiments about NLI. “Networking with other 
neighborhood leaders and the tools gained through the NLI 
classes gave me the foundation and skills for relationship 
building that helped me connect the dots in regards to 
community need. The experience with NLI exposed me to 
the needs of the community that could either be answered 
with leadership, or go unanswered. I realized that the best 

NLI Provided Skills,
Awareness and Confidence
to New Council Members
by Jill Black, Neighborhood Program Specialist

way for me personally to get involved was to run for City 
Council. More and more community leaders being exposed 
to skills taught in NLI and working together will hopefully 
lead to the resolution of many community issues. As a City 
Council member, I want to do what I can to encourage that 
as much as possible.”

The Department of Neighborhood Services and 
Community Development is gearing up for a new class 
of NLI participants starting in mid-June. Hopefully this 
fresh batch of promising community leaders will carry 
on the strong example of leadership and dedication to our 
neighborhoods that was set before them, and find their own 
way to make their marks.

Councilwoman 
Pam Ladd, 
District 3 and  
Councilman 
Andraé McGary, 
District 8

2009 Participants

Johnny Alvis
Debra Collier
Jacqueline Dowell
Carl Greene
Falice Haire
Sandra Henderson
Mary Hensley
Bettie Johnson
Debi Lane

Rhiannon Maynard
Shenita Pinkerton
Dave Porfiri
Cecilie Roman
SuEllen Sisk
Michael Sparkman
Ivy Strickland
Velma Wilson 
Tanya Young

Here is the next class of participants in the 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute. Look for them 
making a difference in your community!
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Teamwork In Neighborhood Associations

In last month’s edition of Common Ground, a list of neighborhood association committees was discussed. In order to have 
a productive committee, the group must work as a team. Teamwork is essential to accomplish the goal of the committee. The 
strengths of one individual may compensate the weaknesses of another and vice versa. When each individual’s personality 
type is balanced, they will complement each other.

To ensure a successful committee the team may use the following skills to build up their team work:

by DeSharla Lavette, Neighborhood Relations Specialist

• Make sure the committee goals are totally clear, completely 
understood and accepted by each team member. 

• Make sure there is complete clarity in who is responsible 
for what and avoid overlapping authority. For example, if 
there is a risk that two team members will be competing 
for control in certain area, try to divide that area into two 
distinct parts and give each more complete control in one 
of those parts, according to those individual’s strengths 
and personal inclinations. 

• Build trust with your committee by spending one-on-one 
time in an atmosphere of honesty and openness. Be loyal 

to your team members, if you expect the same. 
• Give the committee some opportunities of extra social 

time with each other in an atmosphere that encourages 
open communication. For example, develop a party for 
just the committee members. 

• For issues that rely heavily on the team consensus and 
commitment, try to involve the whole committee in the 
decision making process. 

• When acting as the Chair of a committee, make sure 
there are no blocked lines of communications and that the 
committee is kept fully informed. 

East Chattanooga Weed and Seed
“Day of Service”

A hardy “thank you” to the many volunteers that worked so hard at 
the Day of Service on April 25. A terrific turnout aided in cleaning and 
beautifying East Chattanooga neighborhoods as well as donations of all 
kinds for Erlanger Hospital, T.C. Thompson Children’s Hospital, The Red 
Cross and Santa for All Seasons. 

This is the LAST issue of
Common Ground that will 
be printed and distributed 

in the
Chattanooga Times

Free Press

Like many publications 
in these tough economic 

times, Common Ground will 
only be available online or 

via e-mail.

If you wish to receive 
Common Ground via email, 
please send your request to

swasey_d
@mail.chattanooga.gov.

All issues will also be 
available at

www.chattanooga.gov
on the Neighborhood 

Services and Community 
Development web page.

NOTICE
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Neighborly News from... 

by Debbie Johnson, Neighborhood Relations Specialist

Ridgedale Rocks!
“Rock n’ Roll” in Ridgedale was the theme for the 

recent “Those Fabulous Fifties!” dance sponsored by the 
Ridgedale Community Association, and with the aide of 
the Ridgedale Sewing and Crafts Society, transformed their 
meeting room into a dance floor delight.

McCallie School provided the refreshments that 
included good old fashioned soft drinks, sandwiches, 
veggie and fruit trays and cookies. Fellow rock ‘n’ 
rollers brought additional treats for the festivities.  

Neighbors from East Lake, Brainerd, East Brainerd 
and Clifton Hills joined their Ridgedale neighbors in dancing 
the night away. Councilmen Andraé McGary, Manuel Rico and 
Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development’s Administrator Beverly Johnson were also spotted 
at the event.

Poodle skirts, bobby socks and happy feet abounded. Ridgedale Sewing and Crafts Society members Lois Headlee, 
Carolyn Bullard, Theresa Ivey, Dorothy Gardner, and Judy Wulf danced the night away in 50’s costumes they created. 
Theresa Ivey, Secretary/Treasurer of Ridgedale Community Association, reported folks dancing the rock-step, the Twist and 
the Stroll. Ridgedale indeed knows how to rock! 

Ridgedale Community Association meets the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Chattanooga’s 
Parks and Recreation Building at 1102 South Watkins Street, in the upstairs meeting room.

Guests enjoy the “Those Fabulous Fifties” party

Hill City neighborhood is a small, close-knit 
community located in a quiet neighborhood north of 
the Tennessee River.  It is made up of third and fourth 
generation families along with families who have 
relocated to the community through the years. The 
great revitalization of the riverfront and the North Shore 
brought this neighborhood to the forefront and made 
others aware of this desirable place to live.

Hill City Neighborhood Association hosted their 
first Youth expo on May 9 at Hill City Park. The event 
was designed to bring the community together and 
allow youth to display their talents. Food, drinks, games 
and other activities made this event a great success. 

The community is growing and changing. Hill 
City continues to work to ensure that issues of concern 
are addressed and the quality of life for all residents 
continues to flourish. The association applied for and 

received funding from the Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development Neighborhood Partners 
Program to produce a quarterly newsletter to keep residents informed. Congratulations to the association for a job well done.

Hill City Neighborhood Association meets the first Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the North Chattanooga 
Recreation Center, 406 May Street.

by Karen Clay, Neighborhood Relations SpecialistHill City Neighborhood Association

Youth in motion... having fun at Hill City’s Youth Expo

Ridgedale Neighborhood Association
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Neighborly News from... 
Parks and Recreation

Graduating seniors recently signed on with colleges awarding them 
full scholarships. Frank Rice of Central High will join the basketball 
program at Hiawassee College in Madisonville, TN; Crystal Moore from 
Howard High will be playing basketball at Motlow State Community 

College in Tullahoma, TN and Steve Harris, Jr., a recent graduate 
of Chattanooga School for Arts and Sciences, earned a full 
scholarship to Methodist University in North Carolina to be 
in their collegiate soccer program.

These athletes, and many others in years before them, 
started playing sports early on at the city’s recreation 
centers or in intramural school programs when they caught 
the attention of Tyner/East Brainerd Facility Manager Al 
Cantrell. ‘Mr. Al’ and his staff Shay Smith and Ricardo Jones, 
have created the “Al’s Stars” program and serve as talent 
scouts, coaches and mentors. Mr. Al helps students through 
the recruitment process and will often contact coaches and 
colleges on the student’s behalf.  Mr. Al explains, “when 

I see a player who has college potential and an interest in pursuing their sport, I check their grades to make sure they are 
eligible for scholarships. Academics and demonstration of good character are also important things we stress in working 
with these young athletes and these traits are certainly important to the colleges.”

Al Cantrell and the City’s Sports and Recreation Coordinators and staff are to be commended for the difference they 
make in the lives of youth and teens.  If you know deserving young athletes and want more information on the “Al’s Stars” 
Program, as well as the City’s many exciting sports opportunities in neighborhoods throughout the city, call 643-6079.

“What’s Going On?” 
The City of Chattanooga Department of Education, Arts 

& Culture (EAC) kicked off a city-wide book drive in May 
to collect “What’s Going On?” books and Hamilton County 
Department of Education summer reading list books for all 
city recreation centers and Chattanooga Housing Authority 
community centers.

“What’s Going On?” partnership reading initiative 
is encouraging the community to read, share, and discuss 
books focused on a particular social issue—“bullying” for 
2009. The “What’s Going On?” book selections for 2009 
are Enemy Pie and Letters to a Bullied Girl. 

“What’s Going On?” will build community partnerships 
through service-based learning experiences and build 
“What’s Going On?” reading sections in Chattanooga 
Hamilton County Bicentennial Library locations, Hamilton 
County Schools, and  Parks and Recreation Reading Centers. 
“What’s Going On?” is funded by grants from AT&T and 
Hamilton County Commissioner Jim Coppinger. For more 
information call 425-7823.

Education, Arts & Culture

Adopt-a-Centers:
City of Chattanooga Neighborhood Recreation Centers:
Avondale Brainerd Carver
East Chattanooga East Lake Eastdale
First Centenary  Frances B. Wyatt Glenwood
John A. Patten North Chattanooga Shepherd
South Chattanooga Tyner Washington Hills
Chattanooga Housing Authority Community Centers:
East Lake Courts Cromwell Hills Emma Wheeler
Harriet Tubman Westside Greenwood

L to R: Crystal Moore, Frank Rice, Al Cantrell, Shay Smith and 
Steve Harris, Jr.
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Neighborhood WordSeek
Find the Neighborhood 
Associations in Districts 2,4 & 7:

by Doris Cato Parham, Code Enforcement Inspector Supervisor

Chattanooga Neighborhood
Association Council

In May, the Chattanooga Neighborhood Association 
Council (CNAC) launched its long awaited website made 
possible through funding from the Department of Neighborhood 
Services and Community Development’s Neighborhood 
Partners Program. The site can be found at www.cnacforyou.
com, and is linked to the websites of the City of Chattanooga 
and the Neighborhoods USA organization. This is a perfect 
way for neighborhoods to contact CNAC regarding community 
information.

CNAC has begun re-activating many of the committees 
that were very functional over the past years. Those 
committees include amenities, codes, crime, communication, 
correspondence, education and networking. Excitement is 
back in the organization with so many new members bringing 
enthusiastic ideas for improvement.

We encourage everyone to attend CNAC’s monthly meeting 
on the fourth Monday of every month at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Community Foundation 1270 Market Street. Call 899-1748 for 
more information.

Arbor Landing
Avondale
Browns Ferry
Bushtown
Churchville
Colonial Shores
Glass Farms
Lake Chickamauga
Lookout Valley
Murray Hills
Mountain Creek
North Chattanooga
Racqueteers
Valleybrook
Wild Ginger Trail
Windbrook

Sweet Diversity is a free multicultural community 
experience featuring the crafts, entertainers and desserts 

from the many cultures in each City Council District. 
All events are from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

District 6
Thursday, June 18 Shepherd Recreation Center

2124 E. Shepherd Road
District 5

Thursday, August 27 Brainerd Recreation Center
1010 N. Moore Rd.

Please contact the Office of Multicultural Affairs
with any questions 

(423) 643-6706 or OMA@mail.chattanooga.gov



 

 

Brush Pickup Schedule

Area 1: June 3 Area 3: June 17
Area 2: June 10  Area 4: June 24 

Recycling Schedule

For More Information Visit Recycleright.org

June Calendar of Events

June Systematic
Codes Inspections

Teams of code enforcement inspectors will 
be going block by block in the following 
neighborhoods inspecting each parcel 
for City code violations including litter, 

overgrowth, abandoned vehicles and housing 
code violations. Signs will be posted in the 

neighborhood in advance to advise residents 
that the code inspectors will be present.

Week of June 5, 2009
East Brainerd/Graysville Road ...District 4

Week of June 19, 2009
Eastdale ....................................District 5

Date Time Description  
1 Mon 6:30P Hill City Neighborhood Association Meeting  

6:30P East Lake Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:30P Wheeler Avenue Neighborhood Watch Meeting  
7:00P Murray Hills Neighborhood Association Board Meeting  
7:00P Community Association of Historic St. Elmo Meeting  

4 Thu 10:00A Environmental Court (Neighborhood Services)  
6:00P Glenwood Neighborhood Watch Meeting  
7:00P Lookout Valley Neighborhood Association Meeting  

8 Mon 1:00P Regional Planning Agency Meeting  
7:00P Fairfax-Bagwell Neighborhood Association Meeting  

9 Tue 6:00P Sector 2 Community Policing Interactive Committee 
(CPIC)  

6:00P Lupton City Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:00P Glass Farms Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:00P Bushtown Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:00P Foxwood Heights Neighborhood Association Meeting  

10 Wed 10:00A Board of Zoning Appeal Meeting  
11:00A East Lake Senior Citizens Meeting  
6:00P Hamilton Acres Neighborhood Association  
6:00P Hamilton Acres Neighborhood Association  

11 Thu 10:00A Environmental Court (Neighborhood Services)  
6:00P Missionary Ridge Neighborhood Association Board 

Meeting  
6:00P Sector 3 Community Police Interaction Committee 

(CPIC) - George & Delta Zone  
6:00P Southside/Cowart Place Neighborhood Association 

Meeting  

Date Time Description  
11 Thu 6:30P Clifton Hills Neighborhood Improvement Committee 

Meeting  
7:00P Cedar Hill Improvement League Meeting  

13 Sat 12:00P Churchville Neighborhood Association Meeting  
15 Mon 6:00P South Chattanooga Association of Neighbors Meeting  

6:00P Avondale Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:00P North Brainerd Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:00P Washington Hills Neighborhood Association Meeting  

16 Tue 6:00P Orchard Knob Neighborhood Association Meeting  
7:00P Cloverdale Neighborhood Association Meeting  

18 Thu 10:00A Environmental Court (Neighborhood Services)  
5:00P Menlo Park Neighborhood Association Meeting  
7:00P Highland Park Neighborhood Association Meeting  

22 Mon 6:00P Chattanooga Neighborhood Association Council 
(CNAC)  

7:00P Oak Grove Neighborhood Association Meeting  
23 Tue 4:00P Community Anti-Drug Coalition Across Hamilton 

County  
7:00P Stuart Heights Neighborhood Association Meeting  

24 Wed 11:30A Court Watch Partners  
25 Thu 10:00A Environmental Court (Neighborhood Services)  

5:30P South Broad Redevelopment Group, Inc. Meeting  
6:00P Glenwood Neighborhood Association Meeting  
6:00P Woodmore Manor Neighborhood Association Meeting  
7:00P Ridgedale Community Association Meeting  

29 Mon 6:30P Sylvan Drive Neighborhood Association


