
The City of Chattanooga, in cooperation with the Tennessee Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation and EPA Region 4, has reviewed the current construction 
storm water program and has determined the need to modify its plans submittal and 
inspection requirements.  These changes will take place in two phases.   The first 
phase, which is a clarification of existing ordinance and is outlined below, will take 
effect immediately.  The second phase will require that the City modify the existing 
storm water ordinance.  It is anticipated that you will be notified of these changes by 
July 1, 2003. 
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Special points of interest: 

� Help us save money, 
sign up to receive the 
newsletter electroni-
cally.  Send your e-
mail address to 
SWM@mail.
chattanooga.gov 

� Want to see something 
in the newsletter?  Let 
us know .  Contact us 
by call, fax or e-mail.  
The contact numbers 
are on page 4. 

S T O R M  W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  

In addition to all existing requirements the following items will be enforced effective 
immediately.  These requirements are already authorized by City Code Section 31.  
Please be aware that these requirements are City requirements.  State of Tennes-
see NPDES permit requirements may be different. 
1) All permit applications and reports must be signed as follows:  
       a) Corporation:  a president, secretary, treasurer, or vice president of the corpo-

ration or other person who performs similar policy- or decision-making functions 
for the corporation. 

       b) Partnership or sole proprietorship:  by a general partner or the proprietor. 
       c) Public facility:  a principal executive officer or the chief executive officer of 

the agency or a senior executive officer having responsibility for the overall op-
erations of a principal geographic unit of the agency.   

Signatures will be accepted only from property owners and / or the general con-
tractors.   In case of a fill permit, written authorization from the property owner 
must be included with the application.  All enforcement resulting from permit or 
pollution violations will be jointly applied to both the property owner and general 
contractor. 

 
2) The applicant must submit the name and address of the contractor and any 

subcontractors who shall perform the land disturbing activity and who shall im-
plement the erosion control plan. 
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CONSTRUCTION STORM WATER CLARIFICATIONS, (CON’T) 

3) On sites where a NPDES permit is required, a Notice of Intent must be submitted before a Land Disturbing Permit 
can be issued.  A Notice of Coverage must be faxed to the Storm Water office before grading work is authorized 
to begin. 

4) On sites that discharge into sinkholes, written approval from the TDEC Office of Water Supply must be submitted 
before a land disturbing permit is issued. 

5) All outfalls must be noted on the submitted erosion control plan.  Discharge from any additional outfalls will be 
considered a permit violation. 

6) All detention ponds must have a paved emergency spillway. 
7) A location must be noted on the plans for concrete truck wash areas.  The discharge of concrete chute wash wa-

ter and all other non-storm water discharges such as paint brush wash water are an illegal discharge. 
8) Perimeter erosion and sediment control measures must be in place and functional before earth moving opera-

tions begin. 
9) Any disturbed areas that are to remain bare for longer than 30-days must be temporarily stabilized. 
10) A specific individual shall be designated to be responsible for erosion and sediment controls on each site.  This 

person must be identified, along with a phone number, in the application for land disturbance permit. 
11) At a minimum, all erosion and sediment control measures must be checked and, if necessary repaired, weekly 

and within 24-hours after a rainfall event greater than 0.5-inches.  The permittee shall maintain record of such 
checks and repairs.  These records must be kept on-site or in the office of the responsible person and available 
for review at any time by Storm Water personnel.  These records must be submitted to the Storm Water office on 
a yearly basis.  Projects permitted under the State NPDES permit program must follow its  requirements.  Use of 
that inspection form is permitted instead of City self-inspection form. 

ENFORCEMENT FOR E & S CONTROL VIOLATIONS 
Work Without a Permit               
             First Offense                               Stop Work Order, Notice of Violation Issued 
             If work continues                         Court citation for each day work continues without permit 
             Fill sites in residential Areas       In addition to above, the permit fees are automatically doubled 
 
Failure to Install, Maintain or Use Proper Construction Entrance (Tracking Mud on Street) 
             First Project Offense                   Written Warning 
             Second Offense                           Notice of Violation Issued 
             Each Additional Offense              Court Citation per each entrance point per day 
             Failure to Clean Up Mud             Bill for three times the cost of City clean up starting on first offense 
 
Failure to Install, Maintain or Use Proper Structural Erosion or Sediment Control (Sediment Discharge) 
             First Project Offense                   Written Warning 
             Second Offense                           Notice of Violation, Suspension of all City inspections until violations         
                                                                              corrected, TDEC notification 
             Third Offense                              Court Citation, Suspension  of all City inspections  
                                                                 Compliance Order requiring individual outfall sampling during rain  
             Each Additional Offense              Court Citation, Civil Penalty, Land Disturbing Permit Suspension 
             Failure to Clean Up Discharge   Bill for three times the cost of City clean up starting on first offense 
 
Non-Storm Water Discharges 
             First Project Offense                   Notice of Violation, TDEC Notification 
             Each Additional Offense              Court Citation for each violation 
 
Failure to Conduct Self-Inspections and Maintain Inspection Log including Updating Erosion Control Plan 
             First Project Offense                   Notice of Violation, Required to submit self-inspection forms monthly 
             Each additional Offense              Court Citation 
             Failure to submit monthly report 
             by 10th of next month                 Court Citation for each day past 10th 
             Failure to submit second monthly 
             report by 10th of next month      Court Citation, Civil Penalty                                                      
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Contractor's Erosion Control Cliff Notes 

Item Chattanooga 
Requirement 

State of Ten-
nessee Re-
quirement 

Comments 

Permit Management    
Land Disturbance Permit X   
NPDES Permit, > 5 acres  X Greater than 1-acre in Spring 2003 
NPDES Permit NOC Posted On-Site  X Notice of Coverage 
Contractor Submitted NOI  X Notice of Intent 
Copy of NOI to Chattanooga X X  
ARAPs for Streams and Wetlands  X Aquatic Resource Alteration Permits 
Class V Injection Approval for Sinkholes X X Must Contact Division of Water Supply 
Copy of SWPPP On-Site  X Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
Copy of Approved Plans On-Site X  Stamped Approval 
Submittal of NOT when Completed  X Notice of Termination 
Request for Final Inspection X  Recommended 5-days in advance 

Erosion Control Inspections    
Days Between Required Inspections 7 14, 7* *On Impaired or High Quality Streams  

All Sites for Chattanooga Compliance Submittal of Certified Inspection Reports Annually Quarterly* 
Inspection After Rainfall >0.5" X X Within 24-Hours of Event 
Inspection Before Expected Rain Event  X  
Repairs to Failed Erosion Controls Immediate 48 hours Time after inspection 
Modify Plans if Inadequate X 15-days  
Maintain Logbook of E.C. Inspections X X  
Named Responsible Individual X X  

Erosion Control / Stabilization    
Effective Construction Entrance X  Geotextile Recommended 
Clean Tracked Material From Road Immediate X  
No Clearing Prior to 20-Days Earthmoving X X  
Phasing for Projects > 50 Acres  X  
Filter Pumped Discharge Water X X  
Provide Concrete Wash-Out Area Ready Mix Permits Require Location 
Sediment Ponds for Drainage > 10-Acres  X  
Remove Accumulated Sediment X X When ECs reach 50% effectiveness 
Protect Neighboring Properties X X  
Clean Up Escaped Sediment X X *Contact State if in stream or wetland 
Post Development Discharge Ponds X   
Temporary Stabilization Required 30 days 14 days If to Remain Undisturbed > Than 
Permanent Stabilization Required ASAP ASAP Within 7-days After Final Grade 

Recommended*  

It is important that every project meet both the City of Chattanooga Land Disturbing requirements and 
the State of Tennessee NPDES Permit.  To assist you in this endeavor, please find the Contractor’s Cliff 
Notes below.  This is a quick list of the main requirements of both programs.  Please be aware that this 
may not include all the requirements for either program; however, it does provide a quick and handy 
guide to the majority of them.   



Development Resource Center 
1250 Market Street 

Suite 2100 
Chattanooga, TN  37402 

Storm  Wa te r  Ma n a gemen t  

 

IMPORTANT LINKS 
TN NPDES Construction Storm Water General Permit—www.state.tn.us/environment/permits/conststrm.htl 
TN Erosion Control Handbook—www.state.tn.us/environment/wpc/sed_ero_controlhandbook/index.html 
Chattanooga Storm Water Ordinance—www.chattanooga.gov/citycode/code/Chapter31.pdf 
Chattanooga Best Management Practices Manual—-www.chattanooga.gov/stormwater/Projects/BMPManual.pdf 

Phone: 423-757-5120 
Fax: 423-757-0041 

Email: SWM@mail.chattanooga.gov 

Check Us Out Online: 
www.chattanooga.gov/

stormwater 

 

Common Construction Site Violations   Reasons for Violations  
Lack of Appropriate Permit   Lack of Communication  

Tracking on Roadways   Construction Entrance Not Used or Not Maintained  
Failed Barrier Controls (Silt Fence)   Improper Installation; Lack of Maintenance  
Sediment Accumulation At Outfalls   Improperly Installed and Maintained Inlet Protection  

Exposed Earth   Failure to Follow Stabilization Requirements  
Direct Discharge of Muddy Water   Failure to Pump Through Filtration System  

Discharge of Concrete into Drainage System   Failure to Supply Wash-Out Area  
General Erosion Control Failures   Improper E.C. Selected; Not Properly Installed  

 
Good Things to Remember   

Entrench Silt Fence At Least 4-Inches Into Ground   Require Use of Construction Entrances  
Modify Detention Pond To Temporarily Collect Sediment   Divert Clean Water Away from Work Areas  

Re-Enforce Inlet Protection for Added Strength   Cover Stockpiles to Reduce Losses  
Develop and Implement a Routine Maintenance Program   

QUICK POINTS 

Don’t miss this 
Special 
Edition! 


