Demolition Fact Sheet
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When do I need a permit for demolition?

A Land Disturbing Activity Permit must be obtained to demolish a residential or commercial building.  When one entity is responsible for demolition and new construction activity at a site, demolition activity can be permitted in conjunction with the land disturbing activity permit for new construction or building permit.  A complete description of land disturbing activity permit requirements can be found in Section 31-321 of Chattanooga City Code.
How do I apply for a land disturbing activity permit?

· Create a plan or drawing including the existing structure and placement of any sediment and erosion controls to be installed during demolition;

· Complete the City of Chattanooga application for land disturbing activity permit form;

· Submit the appropriate fee along with the permit application and plan for approval by the City; and,

· Wait for notification of permit approval before beginning demolition activity. 

How much is the permit application fee for demolition activity?
$30 per acre with a $100 minimum permit fee

$10 technology fee

      +    $5 administrative fee



Total fee

Example: The total fee for a 3 acre or less demolition site would be $115.00.

What are my responsibilities as the property owner or contractor during the demolition activity?

· Obtain the land disturbing activity permit regardless of disturbed acreage;

· Install appropriate sediment and erosion controls to ensure that sediment and other pollutants are not discharged from the site (the City of Chattanooga Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual may be found online at http://www.chattanooga.gov/Public_Works/70_596.htm);

· Permanently stabilize the site with vegetation upon completion of the demolition activity;

· Complete, sign, and submit a permit closure form to the City as notification that the demolition activity has been completed.  The permit closure form may be obtained by contacting Stormwater Management

Where can I obtain and submit the permit application?  Who can I contact for more information and assistance?

City of Chattanooga

Storm water Management

Development Resource Center

1250 Market Street, Suite 2100

Chattanooga, TN 37402

(423) 668-2530

