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Spanish version of “Rentwise!” now available to Chattanooga citizens

Chattanooga—The City of Chattanooga has recently translated “RENTWISE! Rights and Responsibilities of Landlords and Tenants” into Spanish. This booklet, first published in 2002 by the city Department of Community Development is a comprehensive look at the process of renting/leasing property and the legal relationship that is established between landlords and tenants.

The region has experienced a significant increase in the number of Spanish speaking people, and a large percentage of them are renters.  In many cases the challenge of language creates a hardship for these citizens in locating affordable and decent housing. Providing information in Spanish through this publication will be a valuable tool for current and prospective tenants.

The booklet covers a variety of topics including “Understanding your lease, How to address maintenance issues, and The Law”.  Also recently translated into Spanish is a brochure dealing with equal housing opportunity, “Are You a Victim of Housing Discrimination?”  In addition to addressing fair housing issues, this brochure list several organizations and agencies that help citizens who encounter housing discrimination.

The translation of “RENTWISE!” and “Are You a Victim of Housing Discrimination” is funded in part by a fair housing education and outreach grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Additional funding is provided though the Community Development Block Grant Program.

Organizations desiring to receive copies of the booklets, may contact Gloria McKeldin, Fair Housing Project Manager, at 425-3356.
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