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RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TENNESSEE STILLHOUSE, 
LLC TO OPERATE AN INTOXICATING LIQUORS 
MANUFACTURING PLANT AND APPROVING A SPECIAL 
EXCEPTIONS PERMIT FOR A DISTILLERY AT 1439 
MARKET STREET, SUBJECT TO CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Tennessee Stillhouse, LLC has applied to operate a distillery as a lessee of 

property located at 1439 Market Street owned by Thomas L. Johnson, more particularly 

described in the Site Plan attached hereto; and 

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to T.C.A. § 57-2-102, the proper authorities of a municipality are 

required to authorize the operation of an intoxicating liquors manufacturing plant in order for the 

plant to receive a license from the State; and 

 WHEREAS, the property located at 1439 Market Street is zoned M-1 which allows the 

operation of a distillery upon issuance of a Special Exceptions Permit; 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

 SECTION 1. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Tennessee Stillhouse, LLC is authorized to operate an 

intoxicating liquors manufacturing plant at 1439 Market Street; and 

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That there be and is hereby granted a Special 

Exceptions Permit for a distillery on property located at 1439 Market Street, more particularly 

described herein: 
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Lot Twenty-nine (29), Block One (1), Stantons Addition to the 
City of Chattanooga, as shown by plat recorded in Book H, 
Volume 2, Page 156 in the Register’s Office of Hamilton County, 
Tennessee.  A portion of Tax Map No. 145L-B-011. 
 

SECTION 3. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That this Special Exceptions Permit be approved 

subject to the following:  

1) Per T.C.A. § 57-2-103(d)(4) and City Code Sec. 5-75(b): no sale of alcoholic 
beverages for consumption on the premises. 

2) All truck deliveries shall be handled through the alleyway. 

ADOPTED:    , 2014. 
 
KJR/mem 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Special Permit for a Distillery 
1706 Rossville Boulevard 
07/11/2014 
 
City Code Section 5‐109(c): The executive director shall submit the findings of the staff of the 
Chattanooga‐Hamilton County regional planning commission to the city council for consideration and 
action. This report is to include, but is not limited to, the following areas of concern: 
 
(1) The probable effect on the property adjacent to the site under consideration. 

As indicated in the general land use map below, the site is surrounded by a wide variety of land uses 
including commercial, single family and multi‐family residential, a church and warehousing.  The church 
is located immediately across from the site to the east.  Immediately adjoining the site is a vacant lot to 
the north and commercial uses (shop front buildings) to the west. 

 



From 1706 Rossville Avenue, a property owned by New Mt. Carmel Baptist Church is located 
approximately 40 feet to the east.  The measurement shown below is not survey based, but rather is a 
measurement from Hamilton County’s GIS system. 

 

The following is a picture taken from the intersection of 17th Street and Washington Avenue showing the 
church to the right and the site to the left: 

 



The setbacks appear to be as required in the M‐1 Manufacturing zone. 

The site in question is already zoned M‐1 Manufacturing and was used for chemical manufacturing prior 
to becoming vacant.  M‐1 Manufacturing zoning permits a wide range of industrial/warehousing type 
uses by right.  The proposal is to utilize the site for a distillery that will produce approximately 1590 
gallons per month.  Staff does not feel that this proposed use would have any more significant impacts 
on adjoining properties than other similar uses that are already allowed by right in the M‐1 zone.  
However, since the property is located across the street from a church and a residential area, the staff 
would recommend some additional site operational and screening conditions to address any potential 
impacts to these properties across the street from the site (see (3)). 

(2) The consistency of the proposal with the intent and purpose of this article to promote the public 
health, safety, morals and general welfare. 

With the incorporation of the recommended conditions outlined below, staff does not believe the 
proposed use would have any more impact on the adjoining properties than other uses that are already 
allowed by right within the M‐1 zone requirements.  

According to City Code Sec. 5‐110(a)(3), a list of activities are permitted with the Distillery use.  It is 
staff’s understanding that none of the allowed activities are proposed for the site. 

 



 The proposed conditions outlined below will provide better control over the site’s operation, thus 
enhancing the public health, safety and general welfare. 

 (3) Additional requirements which are needed in order to make the development more compatible 
with the surrounding land use. 

The proposal has been reviewed by staff of the Chattanooga‐Hamilton County Regional Planning 
Agency, and the City of Chattanooga Transportation Department and Land Development Office. 

Staff recommends the following conditions for this permit to ensure compatibility with adjoining 
properties and/or as required by code: 

1. Conditioned to no retail sales. 
2. New city standard driveway aprons are required to minimize gravel from entering the roadway.  

Apron must extend approximately 25’ from the edge of Washington Street for the full width of 
both driveways.  Please coordinate with the City Transportation Department for apron 
specifications such that both driveways can meet ADA requirements if/when a sidewalk is 
constructed along this frontage in the future. 

3. Maintain a minimum clearance of 5’ between the back side of existing utility poles and the new 
fence line.  This area will facilitate the construction of a future sidewalk, which is not required 
under the present permit but could be constructed through another means.  If additional space 
is needed to meet the City’s landscape requirements between Washington Street and the fence, 
it should be added to this 5’ clear zone. 

4. One ADA parking space is required, and must be paved in order to meet accessibility 
requirements:  8’ x 18’ parking space with an 8’ x 18’ access aisle. 

5. Keep a clear sight triangle of 25’ x 10’ at the corner of Washington and Rossville as defined by 
city code. 

6. Based on the building facing Washington Street, per the landscape ordinance: 
 Nine (9) street trees are required along Washington; 
 Five (5) street trees are required along Rossville Avenue; 
 Additional trees are required at the end of the parking bays; 
 The screening fence shall not be chain link;  
 The screening fence shall be set to the inside of the property with the street trees located to 

the street side of the fence; and 
 The loading dock screening shall be in accordance with Section 38‐594(3)(a). 
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