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First Reading:___________ 
Second Reading:___________ 

 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, 
CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 7-17 AND 7-18, 
RELATIVE TO LICENSING AND VACCINATION OF DOGS 
AND CATS. 
 

 
 

            SECTION 1.  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Chattanooga City Code, Chapter 7, Article II, Sections 

7-17 and 7-18, are amended by deleting these sections in their entirety and substituting in lieu 

thereof the following: 

ARTICLE II.  LICENSING AND VACCINATION OF DOGS AND CATS 
 
Sec. 7-17.  City license required; exceptions.  

(a) The owner of every dog or cat in the City over the age of three (3) months shall 
obtain a City license for such dog or cat from the Animal Center or participating licensed 
veterinarians by the last day of the month in which the dog or cat receives its rabies vaccination. 
Such license shall be effective for twelve months or until the last day of the month in which the 
current rabies vaccination expires, whichever comes first. In the case of a three-year rabies 
vaccination, the license must be renewed yearly while the vaccination remains valid. The license 
or renewal thereof shall state the sex, breed, age, color and name of the dog or cat, together with 
its markings, if any, the name and address of the owner and the date of registration. Owners of 
dogs or cats who have failed to obtain a license for their animals or who have failed to renew the 
license of their animals within thirty (30) days of the date of license expiration shall be deemed 
delinquent and shall be subject to an additional late fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) per dog or cat 
in addition to the regular license fee and in addition to any fines imposed upon such owners by a 
court of competent jurisdiction.  

(b) The Animal Center shall issue a metal license tag for each dog or cat licensed as 
provided herein, marked “[Year], City of Chattanooga, TN, No. –.” Such tag shall be fastened to 
the dog's or cat's collar and worn by the dog or cat at all times. Breakaway collars are 
recommended when tags are affixed to collars worn by cats. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to use a tag on a dog or cat for which such tag was not issued.  
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(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply to (i) nonresidents of the City who 
are traveling through the City or temporarily sojourning therein for a period of less than thirty 
(30) days or (ii) persons bringing dogs or cats into the City exclusively for show or exhibition 
purposes.  

(Ord. No. 12880, § 1, 11-18-14)  

Sec. 7-18.  License fees; exemption for seniors; convenience fees for veterinarians; fees 
for Potentially Dangerous Dog and Dangerous Dog tags.  

(a) The license fee for dogs and cats shall be ten dollars ($10.00) each, provided that 
a surcharge of an additional forty dollars ($40.00) annually shall be levied against each dog or 
cat that is not altered. Licenses for up to three (3) animals that are spayed or neutered and owned 
by senior citizens over the age of sixty-five (65) shall be free as long as the animals are current 
on rabies inoculations. The Animal Center is authorized to charge a fee of five dollars ($5.00) for 
each lost tag replaced. The Animal Center is authorized to charge a fee for implantation of 
microchips for the purpose of identification, registration and return of impounded pets to owners. 

(b) Licenses will be provided to participating licensed veterinarians by the Animal 
Center for resale to clients. Licensed veterinarians may add an additional two dollar ($2.00) 
convenience fee to each license fee. The convenience fee will be retained by the participating 
veterinarian. The veterinarian will be required to submit a monthly report to the Animal Center 
before the fifth day of each month stating the disposition of the licenses sold to clients during the 
preceding month. The veterinarian will be required to submit a yearly report to the Animal 
Center by January 31, providing an accounting of all unsold licenses from the previous year. 

(c) Any dog that is designated by a court of competent jurisdiction as a Potentially 
Dangerous Dog or a Dangerous Dog is required to wear an additional tag that must be obtained 
from the Animal Center. The fee for a Potentially Dangerous Dog tag is one hundred dollars 
($100.00). The fee for a Dangerous Dog tag is two hundred dollars ($200.00). A tag for a 
Potentially Dangerous Dog or a Dangerous Dog must be obtained within one (1) week of the 
animal’s designation as such and is valid for a period of eighteen (18) months. Potentially 
Dangerous Dog tags and Dangerous Dog tags under this chapter shall be of a distinctive color 
different from regular license tags and different from each other.  

(Ord. No. 12880, § 1, 11-18-14)  
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 SECTION 2.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two 

(2) weeks from and after its passage as provided by law. 

Passed on second and final reading:_____________ 
 

_______________________________ 
CHAIRPERSON 

 
 

APPROVED:____  DISAPPROVED:____ 
 

____________________ 
 

__________________________________________ 
MAYOR 

 
MJF/WAH/mem/1.8.16 
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