
EDUCATION, ARTS & CULTURE COMMITTEE 
April 13, 2010 

3:20 P.M. 
 
 

Councilman McGary, Chairman, called the meeting of the Education, Arts & Culture 
Committee to order with Councilmen Benson, Berz, Robinson, Gilbert, Scott, Ladd, 
Rico, and Murphy present.  City Attorney Phil Noblett; Management Analyst/Auditor 
Randy Burns; and Shirley Crownover, Assistant Clerk to the Council, were also present. 
 
Others present included Ass’t Chief Maffett, Officer Kennedy, Frank Hamilton, Steve 
Leach, Gary Hilbert, Dickie Hutsell, Greg Haynes, Dennis Malone, Dan Johnson, Lee 
Norris, Bill Payne, Karen Rennich, Barry Bennett, Chief Parker, Larry Zehnder, Daisy 
Madison, John Wall, Jerry Stewart and Officer Collins.   
 
 

BEER & WINE SALES AT TIVOLI/MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM 
 

Chairman McGary stated that in regards to beer and wine sales at the Tivoli and 
Memorial Auditorium, he had gotten the signal from the Council to say that we are in 
support; that last year we discussed this, and it was unanimously approved to look at this 
option—that it was not a panacea, mentioning the $750,000 maximum subsidy.  He went 
on to say that he met with the private sector, including Tim Hennen, who said that he 
could not take this on as a private contract.  Since we could not go the private route, the 
next place to turn was the non-profit route, and he had spoken with TAPA, and the 
answer was “no”.  He stated that he continued with the effort, going to Senator Andy 
Berke, who had assured us he would help; that he spoke with his colleagues and assured 
us that there was the opportunity to apply, which we did and were denied; that Senator 
Berke then drafted legislation; that we had been working on this since last May to 
February of this year; that Senator Berke’s problem was that Administration was 
opposed, which presented a conundrum; that a delegation was called and Senator Berke 
needed to know if we, as a Council, unanimously were looking at this; that he went to 
Senator Berke and State Representative Brown, and they had received word that 
Administration was opposed; however they will proceed with the Bill; that the full 
delegation is behind this, and there should be no problem in going forward; after that, the 
Council would then have to move forward. 
 
Chairman Benson asked if he was asking for enabling legislation?  He noted that we are 
Home Rule and questioned why we would have to go to the State—that this is a 
usurpation of local economy.  He stated that he signed this; that the Council can make a 
responsible decision—that it won’t be tomorrow.  Councilwoman Robinson quipped 
“speak for yourself”. 
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Councilman Murphy stated that this should be on the agenda tonight to be addressed. 
 
Chairman McGary noted that a Resolution can be put on the Agenda by the Chairman or 
Vice-Chairman or two Councilmembers—that he and Councilwoman Robinson wanted 
this on the agenda tonight; that it is a financial consideration and completely transparent. 
 
The second issue was a Press Conference that he held on Monday.  He noted that 
Councilman Murphy attended and that everyone should be involved this summer; this 
involves gangs and many individuals are very much interested.  He explained that 
Goodwill has a mentoring program, and he invited them to come to the table today and 
talk. 
 
Present were Paul Jette, and Marjean Gingrich.  Ms. Gingrich mentioned the Department 
of Justice and a new approach; that there were recommendations for a child to get out of 
poverty and to give them an incentive to go to school—that this recommendation was a 
good adult role model; that they were asking for people to give their time to be mentors—
that it would take about an hour a week, and these people would be screened through the 
FBI and our local police; that they felt like this was an opportunity for them to help stop 
some of the terrifying things that are happening. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 


