PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
AUGUST 14, 2012
4:30 P.M.

Councilman Gilbert, Chairman, called the meeting of the Parks and Recreation Committee to
order with Councilmen Rico, Ladd, Scott, McGary, Berz, Benson, Murphy and Robinson present.
City Attorney Michael McMahan; Management Analyst Randy Burns; and Shirley Crownover,
Assistant Clerk to the Council, were also present.

Others present included Johnny Feagans, Dan Johnson, Steve Leach, Chief Parker, Larry
Zehnder, Brian Smith, Richard Beeland, Karen Hundt, and Daisy Madison.

On motion of Councilman Murphy, seconded by Councilman McGary, the minutes of the
previous meeting were approved as published.

The first item on the agenda was the Stringer’s Ridge Gateway Plan. Adm. Zehnder had three
other items on his agenda.

Karen Hundt addressed the Stringer’s Ridge Gateway Plan. She stated that the Council should
have received a copy of the Moccasin Bend-Stringer’s Ridge Gateway Plan; that she had a few
extra copies but would go over a brief summary, sharing the key recommendations that they
had been working on in this area, including Manufacturer’s Rd. and Cherokee Blvd. She noted
that they had been working with a lot of people, and she mentioned the generosity of the
Lyndhurst Foundation and the Benwood Foundation. Also, she recognized Shelley Andrews
with Friends of Moccasin Bend, the Trust for Public Land, TDOT, the Manufacturers’ Association
and numerous neighborhood associations; that they had had a lot of good community input,
and they had asked attendees to help them prioritize the top seven areas: Extension of the
River Walk out to the new Visitors’ Center—this is a heavy industrial area, and the response has
been good but no easements yet; Transform some of the streets—that they are not the most
attractive corridors and should be—that it should be a beautiful corridor with new bike lanes
and green infrastructure; Establishment of bicycle and pedestrian connections—they had talked
to TDOT about using the top of a retaining wall, but this was not feasible; Manufacturer’s
Park—lot of great businesses—they will take TDOT's right-of-way and turn it into a park with a
beautiful green space—they are working with TDOT on this, and they have agreed to put in the
drainage pipes to fit this plan—this park is meant to be a beautiful green space and a storm
water element—there will be public art, and the area can be seen from a distance; Brown’s Gap
Interpretation—this is a very historical site and a good place for educational issues with a new
retaining wall to tell about the history of the area; Restore a small creek that needs cleaning up;
Wet Woods—owned by Rock Ten, which is an opportunity to provide educational exhibits—
they have talked to Rock Ten, and they are excited—public art and interpretation.

Ms. Hundt stated that the next step would be working with TDOT to let them do the park in the
right-of-way—that it sounds like a crazy idea, but it is a win-win situation.
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Councilman Benson stated that Ms. Hundt had made a fine presentation. He mentioned an
editorial that indicated that we did not have a Design Center anymore since Stroud Watson left.
He asked Ms. Hundt if we had a Design Center and if it was alive and well? She responded that
the Design Center has changed—that there was funding when Stroud was there—it is now a
Community Design Group.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that with regards to the Design Center, we do have a Design
Center, even though it has changed—that Karen Hundt is there, and we had Karen before; that
her visionary leadership was a huge gift, and she thanked her. She went on to say that TDOT
has bragging rights—using a right-of-way as a park—that this concept could be a gift to the
entire State of Tennessee. Ms. Hundt agreed that they saw this being used as a model.
Councilwoman Robinson stated that she was not surprised.

Chairman Gilbert stated that this looked nice and is a plan for the future.
Ms. Hundt offered a big thank you to the Steering Committee and the Staff.

Councilwoman Scott stated that Ms. Hundt was very modest—that she had led all of the groups
and had done an excellent job, and she appreciated it.

CHATTANOOGA RUGBY CLUB RESOLUTION
Resolution (k) is on next week’s agenda and authorizes an agreement with the Chattanooga
Rugby Club, Inc. to lease a portion of Montague Park from the City to construct a building that
shall be open to the public and shall be known as the Montague Park Fieldhouse. This future
building will be donated to the City, and this agreement provides an opportunity for the city’s
interest in the field.

Councilwoman Robinson stated that she had a few questions. She wanted to know who would
own the building? Adm. Zehnder responded that the city would own the room, and it would be
leased to the Rugby Club for usage. She asked about the design, construction, etc.? Adm.
Zehnder stated that he hoped they would give us a rendering. She asked about the
maintenance and insurance, would it come through us? Adm. Zehnder explained that they
would lease their room from the city; that the rest of the building would be maintained by us.
He stated that he was encouraged by their enthusiasm.

Councilman Murphy thanked Adm. Zehnder for working with the Rugby Club; that if not for the
Sculpture Park and now the Rugby Club, we would not have opened Montague Park; that this
was an excellent example of a public-private partnership—that this was not just taking place on
the Riverfront; that when we engage interested people, it benefits and broadens the
community, and this was an excellent example, and he commended Adm. Zehnder, mentioning
the Mountain Bike Club, etc. that is vital and essential and that we celebrate with them.
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SUMMER EVENTS

Brian Smith was present with a video and overview of summer events. Adm. Zehnder
proceeded to verbalize the content, mentioning the influx of hundreds of volunteers. He began
by mentioning Governor Haslam and the $2.3 million going towards the Riverfront. Next was
the Chattanooga Park Stewards and a cleanup and educational session with 100 volunteers to
help do the work on the trails. He talked about an explosion of attendance numbers in the
Recreational Division, including swimming pools and birthday parties and the beautiful facilities
that caters to families; also the number of softball teams—the RBI Youth Teams, which Greta
Hayes mentors, with them going as far as St. Louis, and their reputation as a well-behaved
bunch of kids—that there had been great comments about them. He mentioned KidzCamp and
went on to talk about the Hershey Track events, one of the participants being the daughter of
Greta Hayes, who is a very talented young lady. There has also been an increase in Teen
programs, rising from 245 teens to 336—we now have six Teen Centers. He talked about Late
Night Hoops and 60 Gold Medal winners at the Senior Olympics with Chattanooga having the
greatest number of participants in the State. He stated that this should motivate us all to
become involved. He went on to talk about the softball tournaments at Summitt and Warner
Park; and the CampZooAbility.

Councilwoman Robinson thanked Adm. Zehnder, stating that he was creating worthwhile
activities and improving the quality of life for everyone, and she thanked him again.

Adm. Zehnder went on to talk about the Hixson Recreation Center and stated that the biggest
thing connected with Outdoor Chattanooga is “Bike Chattanooga”—that we had a problem
getting this started, but we are making good use of the bikes. Kayaking and cycling on the
Riverfront is being handled by Friends of the Festival. Adm. Zehnder stated that there was a lot
going on—that we were a very active city, and he continued to thank the Council for their
support. He stated that this was just a quick, brief review.

Councilman Benson thanked him, stating that he knew the Council was sometimes frugal with
allocating money to his department, but that Adm. Zehnder was filling a gap of programs that
we used to have with our kids that they need now—that he was having to fill a real void
because we have groups that are no longer active; that kids need recognition and a sense of
belonging; that it is costing us money but is a very good investment, and he stated that he
appreciated Adm. Zehnder.

Councilman Murphy stated that it was great to see the Warner Park Pool getting the use it is
now. He mentioned citywide swimming and “lane life” and getting a private person (like the
Rugby Club) to support this. He also mentioned looking at the schedule for Outdoor
Chattanooga concerning visitors to our city being able to access kayaks and canoes; that if
visitors called a week in advance, we should be able to put them on the river and on our creeks.
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Adm. Zehnder stated that something like Councilman Murphy was talking about presented a
problem of enough resources; that some outsource groups had helped with Saturday and
Sunday kayaking downtown to help get people on the river; that there was a lot of interest in
this, and we would use the outsourcing approach.

Councilman Benson noted that we had lost Spring Fling and also that Chattanooga used to be
the Softball Capital of the South. He wanted to know where we stood now?

Adm. Zehnder responded that we have more softball than anyone else in the State—that
softball is coming back quickly; that regionally we have 2-3 National Tournaments here in
Chattanooga; that this year we concentrated on baseball, which is NSA sponsored and had 90
some teams from all over the country—that it is coming back strong; that softball had declined
in the country.

Chairman Gilbert thanked the Mayor and the City Council for believing in Parks and Recreation,
stating that we needed to keep doing what we are doing and be positive for our kids. He also
asked that a video be shown soon relative to a young lady who had written a poem—that this
needed to be shown here. Adm. Zehnder stated that he would schedule this.

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 P.M.



