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PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES: 
BENEFITS AND EQUITY ORDINANCE 

CHATTANOOGA CITY COUNCIL 

November 5, 2013 
 

Attendance 

Council Chairman Yusuf Hakeem, Vice Chairman Chip Henderson and Council members Chris Anderson, 
Carol Berz, Moses Freeman, Russell Gilbert, Larry Grohn and Ken Smith were all present.  Councilman Jerry 
Mitchell was not present. 

 

Others Present 

 
City Attorney Wade Hinton; Human Resources Administrator Todd Dockery; Assistant City Attorney Valerie 
Malueg; Director of Risk Management & Insurance Madeline Green; Randy Burns, Management Analyst; 
Nicole Gwyn, Deputy Clerk 

 
 

Call to Order 

Chairman Hakeem called the hearing to order at 3:41 p.m. regarding the following proposed ordinance: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, 
CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE III, SECTIONS 2-137, 2-138, 2-149, 2-151, 2-
152, 2-153, 2-165.1, 2-183 AND PART II, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE XIII, 
SECTION 2-751, RELATIVE TO DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP AND NON-
DISCRIMINATION. 

 
 

PRESENTATION 

Attorney Hinton and Mr. Dockery gave a presentation detailing the proposed ordinance.  Ms. Green and 
Attorney Malueg assisted with research and made themselves available during the presentation. 

A discussion ensued whereby council members had an opportunity to question Attorney Hinton and Mr. 
Dockery.  Upon no further questions from the Council, Chairman Hakeem explained the process in which 
members of the public would be allowed to speak on the proposed ordinance. 

 

 

PUBLIC INPUT 

 
Attorney Hinton read the following rules of procedure for members of the public wishing to address the Council on 
non-agenda items: 

1. Each speaker wishing to address the Council shall be recognized only at the microphone provided 
for that purpose. 
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2. The speaker may address the Council only upon matters within the legislative and quasi-judicial 
authority of the Council. 

3. Each speaker shall limit his or her remarks to three (3) minutes, unless permission for additional 
time is provided. 

4. The speaker shall not be permitted to use any vulgar or obscene language. 

5. The use of the floor by persons addressing the Council shall not be used to personally attack or 
personally denigrate others. 

6. The Chair is prohibited from recognizing any person, neighborhood association or organization to 
speak to the City Council during the “non-agenda matters” portion of the agenda more than twice in 
any thirty (30) day period. 

Vice Chairman Henderson called Point of Order, stating that the proposed ordinance was an “agenda” item 
and, therefore, the 30-day rule would not apply.  Chairman Hakeem ruled that the proposed ordinance is not 
an agenda item until it brought before the Council on first reading on November 12; therefore, the rule for 
speakers on non-agenda items would apply to this hearing. 

Chairman Hakeem proceeded with recognizing the following speakers: 

Speakers in Support         Speakers in Opposition 

Michael Gilliland     Scott Bergthold 

Leroy Griffith      Robert Boykin 

Perrin Lance      Keith Cochran 

Ann Weeks      Tommy Crangle 

Pamela Runarak     Anthony Crisp 

Jane Edgy      Craig Joel 

Bryce Current      Carl Vonnoh, III 
 

Adjournment 

Chairman Hakeem adjourned the public hearing at 5:20 p.m. 

  

 


