
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 
March 24, 2009 

3:15 P.M. 
 

Councilman Rico, Chairman, called the meeting of the Public Works Committee to order 
with Councilpersons Bennett, Berz, Robinson, Benson, Gilbert, Page and Pierce present.  
City Attorney Michael McMahan and Shirley Crownover, Assistant Clerk to the Council, 
were also present. 
 
Others present included Dan Johnson, Steve Leach, Barbara Readnower, Dennis Malone, 
Jerry Stewart, Joachim Volz, Gary Hilbert, Daisy Madison, Jim Templeton, Lee Norris, 
Richard Beeland, Greg Haynes, Karen Rennich, Larry Zehnder, Missy Crutchfield, Chief 
Randy Parker, Barry Bennett, Danny Thornton and Paul Page. 
 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR MARCH 24, 2009 
 

Adm. Leach stated that they had several items with graphics; that there was a 
representative from Unum Provident present in regards to Ordinances (a) and (d) on 
today’s agenda.  Ordinance (a) rescinds Ordinance 11090, which closed and abandoned 
the 400 and 500 Blocks of Walnut Street and the 100 and 200 Blocks of 5th St..  
Ordinance (d) is related and closes and abandons the 200 Block of E. 5th St. for 
Provident Ins. Co.  Adm. Leach explained that they were just trading out. 
 
Ordinance (b) is a closure and abandonment for Paul Mallchok of a portion of the 4200 
Block of Kelly’s Ferry Road.  Adm. Leach explained that in 2006 this was a controversial 
issue for Mr. Mallchok because folks used the roads—that this had been on the books 
since 2006.  He noted that there was now no interest in closing, and they were 
recommending that this be denied to get it off the books. 
 
Ordinance (c) is a closure and abandonment for Jimmy Allen c/o Charles Campbell 
Const. Co. of an opened alley located on the south line of the 300 Block of W. 25th St.  
This situation is the same as Ordinance (b).  This ran through the center of a large block 
on South Broad.  There is no longer any interest, and the books will also be closed on 
this. 
 
Going back to Ordinance (d) Provident Life and Accident Ins. Co. closing and 
abandoning the 200 Block of E. 5th St., Mr. Leach noted that we had gone over this the 
week before; however a representative of Unum was present and was asked to speak. 
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The Unum Representative explained that this is 5th St. between Lookout and Walnut; that 
they were doing some street calming and had been working with Dennis Malone and 
John VanWinkle to work out the details.  By way of a map, he oriented the Council to the 
main buildings. 
 
Adm. Leach noted that the center part of the Plan is the drop-off area, adding that a lot of 
the details had been worked out with the Fire Dept., mentioning signalization on 4th and 
Cherry. 
 
Councilman Page stated that this was a very important program for the City and was kind 
of fluid.  He asked if this needed to go back to the Planning Commission. 
 
The Unum Representative responded that everything goes back to the Planning 
Commission.  Mr. Leach added that this was heard at the Planning Commission meeting, 
and they discussed the closure 
 
Councilman Page indicated that he just wanted to make sure that this had gone through 
the appropriate channels, reiterating that they would go back to Planning. 
 
Ordinance (e) was for Eastman Construction Co. and closes and abandons an unopened 
alley located north of and parallel to the north line of the 2500 Block of McCrae Steeet.  
This is for Rosewood Support Services and will allow them to build a “House of Souls”.  
Dennis Malone showed the landlocked area.  Councilwoman Robinson asked the purpose 
of the construction?  Mr. Leach explained that Rosewood Support Services would be 
building a “House of Souls” for homeless people; that there would be a representative at 
tonight’s meeting to explain this further.  Councilwoman Robinson wanted to know 
whose district this was in?  Adm. Leach noted that it was North Chamberlain and that 
hopefully Judge Williams would be here tonight to further explain this. 
 
Resolution (c) is an Interlocal Agreement with the Health, Educational and Housing 
Facility Board of the City, the Industrial Development Board of the City, and any other 
interested governmental entity relative to the construction of a Training Facility on the 
Volkswagen site.  This Agreement was made with IDB on March 17th and with the 
Health, Educational and Housing Facility Board on the 20th of March—this includes 
passing the funds to IDB.  Adm. Leach stated that he had some graphics to show where 
this is located, meaning the Training Facility.  Mr. Gary Hilbert showed the Learning 
Center and Conference Center, which will be for all of the employees; also classroom 
spaces and Administration and the Cafeteria will be a joint endeavor.  Mr. Hilbert went 
on to say that this will be built by the State and this gives authority through the IDB to 
HEB. 
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Attorney McMahan further explained that this was convoluted; that HEB is the only City 
related entity that can handle these funds; that IDB is the overall manager, and it all 
comes back to City employees such as Steve Leach and Daisy Madison.  Adm. Leach 
added that this is an Interlocal Agreement.   
 
Councilman Page asked Mr. Leach if he would be managing this?  Mr. Leach responded 
that his staff would do this and also Thompson Engineering Co.; that they would be on 
site every day because it does have to be managed carefully, and this will be bid out.  He 
reiterated that his staff had a part and also Thompson Engineering would be assisting 
them. 
 
Attorney McMahan added that city purchasing will go through the bidding process. 
 
Councilman Gilbert asked about local vendors.  Adm. Leach responded that a number of 
local companies would be involved.  
 
Councilman Page noted that Volkswagen is building the plant but asked about the 
Visitors’ Center?  Attorney McMahan responded that the Visitor Center is a joint 
endeavor between Volkswagen, the City and the County. 
 
Resolution (d) authorizes Ann Weeks to temporarily use the 2400 through 3500 Blocks 
of Broad Street to attach banners within the right-of-way, subject to certain conditions.  
Adm. Leach noted that Ann Weeks had worked hard on this in an attempt to brighten and 
enliven this area.  He noted that Councilman Rico would be glad to represent Ms. Weeks.  
He stated that they were very encouraged by this; that South Broad had improved and 
there would be a series of banners to follow. 
 
Resolution (e) authorizes Office Coordinators, Inc. to temporarily use the right-of-way at 
1518 Rossville Ave. to install a sign, subject to certain conditions.  This is a sign on Main 
St.  Councilwoman Robinson asked why the address read Rossville Ave.?  Adm. Leach 
responded that he had no clue—that it was an 8 x 14 sign. 
 
Resolution (f) is for acquisition of a tract of land located at 6710 Standifer Gap Road 
from Jeanette Armstrong Love Trust for the amount of $150,000.00, plus reasonable 
closing costs.  Adm. Leach noted that Danny Thornton was present to answer any 
questions.  Mr. Thornton explained that this was for flood control in an area that is 
severe, mentioning Tennessee Stream Mitigation. 
 
Councilman Page asked if this is where First Tee is located?  Attorney McMahan 
responded that it is next to it. 
 
Councilman Benson stated that he did not quite understand, asking where the bridge was?  
Mr. Thornton directed his attention to the north end. 
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Councilman Benson stated that this area needs to be cleaned out now because there is a 
slow release through the bridge; that it would not be so slow if it were cleaned out.  Mr. 
Norris added that it still floods even if you clean it out. 
 
Resolution (g) authorizes an Interlocal Agreement with Hamilton County relative to GIS 
addressing in an amount not to exceed $62,000.00.  Adm. Leach explained that we were 
using the Hamilton County System for addressing and had been since 2005 and that this 
was working to our benefit; that we have Debbie Mickle heading this up for Public 
Works; that we benefit by having a lot of manpower at the County and is well worth the 
fee. 
 
Resolution (k) authorizes acceptance of a bid of Eastman Construction in an amount not 
to exceed $67,390.00 for the renovation of the Heritage House.  Adm. Leach noted that 
Missy Crutchfield says “yes” to this; that it is for renovation of the second floor of 
Heritage House to meet ADA requirements.  Ms. Crutchfield added that we need to be 
ADA compliant, mentioning tons of programs, including the Art Center in East Brainerd. 
 
Councilman Benson stated that he saw no one working there now.  Ms. Crutchfield 
responded that Eastman is getting the contract.  Councilman Benson stated that he was by 
there 2-3 times a week and everything is closed down and no one is working.  Ms. 
Crutchfield assured him that it would move quickly because they had programs in six 
months. 
 
Councilwoman Robinson exclaimed to Councilman Benson “Oh, this is your Public Art”!  
Councilman Benson responded that this was just a drop in the bucket. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR MARCH 31, 2009 
 

Resolution (a) authorizes Harry W. McKeldin to temporarily use 807 Market Street to 
install an awning and railing, subject to certain conditions.  There will be 8 ft. of 
clearance.  Mr. Malone noted that the sign is above the awning and that it will be a 13 x 1 
½ ft. sign. 
 
Resolution (b) authorizes a change order relative to the Friars Poe Branch Hydrologic 
and Hydraulic Study with Arcadis, Inc. for the amount of $68,000.00 for a revised 
contract amount not to exceed $167,000.00.  Adm. Leach noted that we had been 
working on this for several years and one of the things we are looking at is pre-
development and post-development.  It was noted that this was begun before Volkswagen 
announced that they were coming in.  Adm. Leach added that this identifies the problems 
and issues, and we are trying to find a solution to the problem; that we know we have 
issues. 
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Councilman Benson agreed that there was a bad problem. 
 
Councilman Page asked if Bonny Oaks at HW/153 was related to this?  Adm. Leach 
responded “no”.  Councilman Page asked if anything was being done about that particular 
area?  Adm. Leach stated that people think this is where they are to dump, and it drains 
into the river; that it is designed to hold water.  Councilman Benson stated that there was 
always water there.  Adm. Leach disagreed, stating that he had seen it “bone dry”.  
Councilman Page stated nothing needed to be done to make this situation worse—that it 
needs to be corrected—that he had had calls about this. 
 
Councilwoman Bennett asked about the Hydraulic model that we talked about a month or 
so ago and wanted to know the difference between that and this, stating that she thought 
one was for sewers. 
 
Councilwoman Berz asked if this included the Hickory Valley area?  It was explained 
that this is out of Enterprise South and near the Derby Downs area. 
 
Councilman Gilbert asked if anything could be done for Bonny Oaks to make it look 
better?  Adm. Leach agreed that there could be a better appearance; however this is a 
State project; that it would be good to improve Bonny Oaks.  He stated that Councilman 
Gilbert could talk to Bob Brown with the State about this; that there is a lot of debris; 
however he reiterated that he had seen it dry. 
 
Councilwoman Bennett asked about the ability to measure the stormwater impact.  Adm. 
Leach responded that the Staff does this. 
 
Resolution (c) authorizes F. Mitchell Bell, on behalf of Sweet Peppers Deli, to use 403 
Broad Street temporarily to install a sign that will project into the City right-of-way along 
with a fence, subject to certain conditions.  Adm. Leach stated that this was intriguing; 
that there would be a fenced area for outdoor seating, and they would have to make sure 
that this is ADA compliant; that the sign would have a 14 ft. clearance. 
 
Resolution (d) authorizes Brian Murphy to temporarily use the right-of-way of 100 West 
M.L. King Blvd. to install a sign, subject to certain conditions; they are replacing the sign 
at MLK and Broad St. 
 
Councilman Page noted that we were having a lot of these temporary uses and questioned 
if we were okay with this?  Adm. Leach responded that we were not giving away 
anything. 
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Resolution (e) authorizes Daniel Lindley to temporarily use 29 East Main Street to install 
a sign, subject to certain conditions.  This is in the heart of the area that is being 
developed, and they are asking for a 4 x 4 sign with 14 ft. clearance for the sign. 
 
Resolution (f) authorizes Jeoffrey Tarr to temporarily use the right-of-way for 6 East 14th 
St. to install a sign.  This is for a brewery. 
 
Resolution (g) authorizes James Eldridge to temporarily use 336 Tremont Street to install 
a fence, subject to certain conditions.  Adm. Leach noted that this was unusual; that there 
is a North Chattanooga issue with folks trespassing and dropping litter, and we are going 
to allow him to fence this to keep away trespassers. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 P.M. 
 
 


