ORDINANCE NO. 11330
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, CHAPTER 24, SECTIONS 24-111 THROUGH 24-116, RELATIVE TO THE TRAFFIC UNIT OF THE CHATTANOOGA POLICE DEPARTMENT.

______________________________________________________



BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, as follows:



SECTION 1.  That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 24, Sections 24-111 through 24-116 be and the same are hereby amended by deleting said sections in their entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 24-111. Traffic Unit Established.

There is hereby established in the Police Department of this City a Traffic Unit which shall be under the control of a supervisor appointed by the Chief of Police or his designee.

Sec. 24-112. Duties Generally.

It shall be the duty of the Traffic Unit with such aid as may be rendered by other personnel of the Police Department to enforce the street traffic regulations of this City and all of the state vehicle laws applicable to street traffic in this City, to make arrests for traffic violations, to investigate traffic accidents and to cooperate with the City Traffic Engineer and other officers of the City in the administration of the traffic laws and in developing ways and means to improve traffic conditions and to carry out those duties specially imposed upon the Traffic Unit by this chapter and any other traffic ordinances of this City.

Sec. 24-113. Investigation of accidents.

It shall be the duty of the Traffic Unit and other personnel of the Police Department to investigate traffic accidents as directed by the Chief of Police and, when appropriate, to cite or arrest and to assist in the prosecution of those persons charged with violations of law causing or contributing to such accidents.  Any traffic accident in which damage to the property of any one (1) person is not in excess of four hundred dollars ($400.00) may be investigated by such personnel in the Police Department and in such manner as the Chief of Police may direct, including accident reporting by telephone for such minor accidents.

Sec. 24-114. Cooperation with City Traffic Engineer in Accident Studies.

Whenever traffic accidents at any particular location become numerous, the Traffic Unit shall cooperate with the City Traffic Engineer in conducting studies of such accidents and determining remedial measures.

Sec. 24-115. Maintenance of Accident Report Files.

The Police Department shall maintain a suitable system of filing traffic accident reports. Such reports shall be available for the use and information of the City Traffic Engineer.

Sec. 24-116. Annual Report Required.

The Traffic Unit shall annually prepare a traffic report which shall be filed with the Mayor and City Council. Such report shall contain information on traffic matters in this City as follows:

(1) The number of traffic accidents, the number of persons killed, the number of persons injured and other pertinent traffic accident information.

(2) The number of traffic accidents investigated and other pertinent data on the safety activities of the Police.

(3) The plans and recommendations of the Unit for future traffic safety activities.

SECTION 2:   That if any provision of this Ordinance is held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal or in conflict with an applicable law, the validity of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.



SECTION 3.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage as required by law.

PASSED on Third and Final Reading

                     October 8             , 2002.
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