RESOLUTION NO. 22839

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO NEGOTIATE AND ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE AT CHATTANOOGA (UTC) FOR A TERM OF FORTY (40) YEARS COMMENCING FEBRUARY 1, 2001, AND TERMINATING JANUARY 31, 2041, FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY KNOWN AS THE ENGEL STADIUM COMPLEX AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO FACILITATE SAID AGREEMENT, SUBJECT TO THE CITY’S CONTRIBUTIONS BEING MATCHED BY HAMILTON COUNTY.

______________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the City of Chattanooga (“City”) and Hamilton County (“County”) are the owners of a facility known as the Engel Stadium complex identified by State Tax Map Nos. 146A-M-006; 146B-D-012; 146H-G-020—021, which has been utilized as a baseball stadium for many years for the Class AA baseball team, the Chattanooga Lookouts; and

WHEREAS, the Chattanooga Lookouts no longer lease the stadium from the City and County, and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga (UTC) has made a proposal to the City and County to enter into a long-term lease for said stadium to become a major component of the UTC Campus Long Range Growth Plan; and

WHEREAS, UTC proposes to develop the stadium and surrounding property into a comprehensive sportsplex facility and community-based wellness complex for UTC and the community which would include NCAA baseball and soccer fields, intramural fields, outdoor fitness center with walking trails, and a golf team practice facility; and

WHEREAS, UTC would house the university’s sports administration offices at the stadium and in the long-term plan could locate the recreation and athletics training programs at the stadium; and

WHEREAS, UTC would continue to allow the stadium facility to be utilized for high school and amateur baseball and will schedule such events through the university; and

WHEREAS, UTC will commit to a phased plan for short-term and long-range development which includes a capital maintenance and capital outlay program and will provide liability insurance coverage, security, utilities, and on-site occupancy of the stadium property; and

WHEREAS, under the UTC proposal the City and County will continue to maintain only the baseball field for a minimum of three (3) years after which time UTC will assume all responsibility; and

WHEREAS, a lease agreement will be drafted to reflect the terms and conditions set out in the proposal from UTC, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference; and

WHEREAS, said lease agreement will include a provision for termination of the lease agreement should the Engel Stadium complex cease to be used for high school and amateur baseball for the community or as outlined in UTC’s proposal for the Campus Long Range Growth Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Committee of the City Council of the City of Chattanooga has reviewed said proposal from UTC and it is the recommendation of said Committee that the proposal be approved in order to keep Engel Stadium as a viable part of this community;

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That the Mayor be and is hereby authorized to negotiate and enter into on behalf of the City of Chattanooga a lease agreement with the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga for a period of 40 years commencing on February 1, 2001, and terminating January 31, 2041, for a rental rate of $1.00 per year, according to the general terms and conditions outlined in the proposal from UTC which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, subject to the City’s contributions being matched by the County; provided, however, nothing in this Resolution shall be construed to extend any rights to UTC in that parcel of property bounded by East Third Street, O’Neal Street and East Fifth Street, shown as Lot No. 2 and being identified by State Tax Map No. 146A-M-006, which such parcel is specifically excluded from the operation of this Resolution.

ADOPTED:
February 20, 2001
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