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RESOLUTION NO. 23146

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS OF CONGRESSMAN ZACH WAMP AND SENATORS FRED THOMPSON AND BILL FRIST TO CREATE AND ESTABLISH MOCCASIN BEND NATIONAL PARK, PURSUANT TO H.R. 980.



_____________________________________________________

WHEREAS, Moccasin Bend has a rich and varied cultural history with evidence of continuous human occupation for 10,000 years; archaeological resources of national significance including well preserved archaic sites, woodland burial mounds and habitation sites, fortified towns of the Mississippian period, evidence of trade with the Spanish explorers, and earthworks from the Civil War siege of Chattanooga; and outstanding scenic beauty;  and



WHEREAS, in 1950, Congress passed legislation directing the National Park Service to designate and adopt up to 1,400 acres at Moccasin Bend into the Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park but provisions of the 1950 act remain unfulfilled; and



WHEREAS, in 1986 the southernmost 956 acres of the Bend was designated a National Historic Landmark, a designation reserved for the sites of the highest level of national significance and a general pre-requisite for inclusion in the National Park system; and



WHEREAS, a 1996 economic evaluation by the office of Thomas J. Martin, who did a similar early evaluation on the Tennessee Aquarium, estimated: (1) a stabilized annual attendance of 258,300 for the National Park itself and 542,000 for the combined National Park and Interpretive Center and (2) a county wide impact of $7.4 million expenditures including earnings and wages for 112 workers for the Park itself and 21.5 million expenditures including earnings and wages for 322 workers for the combined National Park and Interpretive Center; and



WHEREAS, existing and potential visitors have a strong interest in Native American culture and Civil War history, a high quality park and interpretive center would greatly complement Chattanooga as a destination and to extend their time of stay in Chattanooga; and



WHEREAS, a National Park and Interpretive Center would create a magnificent urban park that would likely integrate attractions including the River Park via extension of the Riverwalk, the Trail of Tears, and the Tennessee Aquarium via water taxi and electric shuttle; and



WHEREAS, in 1998 the final cooperative management plan of the National Park Service stated that Moccasin Bend is suitable for inclusion in the National Park System and such recommendations are exceedingly rare and much sought after by other communities due to their economic and social benefits;

NOW, THEREFORE,



BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That we do hereby endorse H.R. 980 to create the establishment of the Moccasin Bend National Park and encourage all local, state, and federal elected officials to continue their efforts toward this goal; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we support all efforts to provide for continuation ("grandfathering") of the regional mental health hospital and the golf course at Moccasin Bend for so long as those uses shall be needed by the community, and;



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Congressman Zach Wamp, Senator Fred Thompson and Senator Bill Frist are requested to work toward passing H.R. 980 to include Moccasin Bend in the National Park Service.

ADOPTED:
September 25, 2001
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