




Use of City Funding 

Amount received:  $16,900 

The 2012/2013 City allocation of funds was used to provide the day-to-day outreach and 

customer service programs that Choose Chattanooga created and administers on behalf of the 

City of Chattanooga and its citizens.  We respond daily to requests from individuals and their 

families and work.  The most common reasons are from moving here are for employment, 

retirement, arts & culture, outdoors amenities and for the area’s over-all quality of life and 

affordability. 

Choose Chattanooga serves as the one-stop resource and first responder for individuals.  

According to the feedback we receive, those moving or considering a move are reassured when 

they learn that Chattanooga values them enough to provide resources and this level of support.  

We are also called upon to arrange interviews and itineraries for writers and to consult on 

articles having to do with the area’s quality of life.   

As our database of prospects grows and the programs we offer mature, we recognize more 

clearly the scope of the work ahead of us.  We have the unique opportunity to aggregate 

information in a way that promotes every segment of the community.  Choose Chattanooga is 

positioned to become the vehicle which helps network and connect prospects and newcomers 

back to the community in a new and meaningful way.  Our staff and board does this now with 

our very limited resources but we see the untapped potential to organize our efforts to recruit 

and retain talented people who move here and to leverage their talent and investment to reach 

a wider audience. 

Giving Back 

Livable Chattanooga Series -   In 2012, Choose Chattanooga completed the Livable 

Chattanooga Learning series which was funded by a MetLife JumpStart Grant.  In partnership 

with the Active Living and Transportation Network, we organized the first community tours of 

ALSTOM and Volkswagen.  These events were designed to meet several important needs of our 

organization and the community:   

 We wanted to train and build a database of informed ambassadors from different 

segments of the community 

 We  wanted to showcase OUR own local talent and leadership 

 We wanted to leverage learning opportunities and engage a wider base of partners 

Choose Chattanooga continues to receive requests to extend the series. 



Muse of Fire Project – Choose Chattanooga is the 501 (c)3 umbrella for the Muse of Fire Project 

which is an outgrowth of ArtsMove.  ArtsMove was part of the CreateHere initiative.  When 

funding for ArtMove relocation incentives expired, Choose Chattanooga looked for ways to 

encourage artists to not only relocate, but to use their talents for the good of the community.   

   

 




