
FORM-BASED CODE COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 

October 12, 2017 
 
 
The duly advertised meeting of the Form-Based Code Committee was held on October 12, 2017, at 
2:00 p.m. at the Development Resource Center, Conference Room 1A.  John Straussberger called the 
meeting to order.  Angela Wallace called the roll and swore in all those who would be addressing the 
Committee.  John Straussberger explained the rules of procedures and announced that the meeting is 
being recorded. 
 
Members Present:  Jason Havron, Grace Frank, Heidi Hefferlin, Matthew Whitaker, William Smith, 
Gabe Thomas, Ladell Peoples, John Straussberger and David Barlew  
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Staff Members Present:  Angela Wallace, Emily Dixon 
 
Applicants Present:  Craig Allison and Ethan Collier  
 
 
No minutes available. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Case #17-FB-00024 – 1111 E. 11th Street DEFERRED: no neighborhood meeting 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The applicant Justin Dumsday with Riverstreet Architecture has applied for the following 
modifications: 

• Landscape island from 13.5’ wide to 8’ wide  
• Verge and Sidewalk from 6’ to 5’ 
• Ground floor sign moved from 1st floor to 3rd floor 
• Landscape island from 1 to 0 on right side of parking area 
• Landscape island from 1 to 0 on left side of parking area 
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Case #17-FB-00025 – 609 Houston Street 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The applicant, Craig Allison for the Central Church of Christ, has applied for the following 
modifications: 

• Sign to be placed above lintel 
• Sign to be placed on architectural elements 

 
Emily presented the PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Staff Comments:  None 
 
Discussion:  Craig Allison addressed the Committee.  This summer we have gutted the building and 
refurbished some of the original architectural elements.  We have exposed some of the original brick.  
The sign that is now in the yard was done some time ago.  The sign we are proposing is more visible so 
people can identify who we are and it will match the inside of the building more accurately. 
 
Community Comments:  None 
 
John – If the new sign is approved, will the old sign be removed?  Craig – Yes.  It will tie in the 
elements right inside the door.  The sign will be metal with the letters punched in.  Heidi – I understand 
you want to move the sign for visibility.  This new sign is over the railing.  If we drop the sign under 
the railing, it blocks the entrance.  It seems it would be more appropriate to put it on the cornice above 
the door and not on an architectural element.   
 
Matthew – I agree it should be moved up.  Heidi – Do you have any objection to placing it on the top 
piece?  Craig – I question the structural integrity.  Emily – If they move the sign to the top the size 
requirements would be different.  They would need a variance to put in a skyline sign.  John – This 
proposed location is more for a special event sign.  If the cornice didn’t hold the sign there are more 
problems than where to put the sign.  David – It would be more in keeping with architectural design to 
put it on the top.     
 
David made a motion to approve Case #17-FB-00025 – 609 Houston Street as submitted 
pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Section 38-596(4) and pursuant to the Form-Based 
Code, subject to any and all conditions.  Conditions:  (1) approved with condition the sign be 
located on the cornice above second floor (2) meet all other requirements of a ground floor sign; 
CONDITION, the existing sign in the yard be removed 
 
Heidi seconds the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
 
Case #17-FB-00026 – 1400 Williams Street 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The applicant, Ethan Collier, has applied for the following modifications: 

• Lot width from 25’ to 23’ 
• Lot size reduction to provide for a sidewalk 

 
Gabe Thomas recused himself from this case. 
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Emily presented the PowerPoint presentation. 
 
Staff Comments:  None 
 
Discussion:  Ethan Collier addressed the Committee.  This zone has a 25’ lot minimum which doesn’t 
really make sense for townhomes.  In order to development this lot into townhomes that are not 25’ 
wide, we need this variance.  Most zones in FBC allow for a smaller lot size for townhomes.   
 
Community Comments:  None 
 
Heidi – Where is the parking?  Ethan – We are doing away with the curb cut and using the alley.  I 
think we have 16 + 2 handicapped + 2 on Williams Street.  It is a small increase in the number of 
spaces.  We meet the minimum parking requirements.  Emily – The lot size is one of the things we are 
looking at changing in the 12 month edits.  Heidi – How was the neighborhood meeting?  Ethan – The 
questions that came up in the meeting were more about other items in the neighborhoods.  They are 
more concerned about looks than about the actual variance.  They asked about things that are not 
governed by FBC. 
 
David made a motion to approve Case #17-FB-00026 – 1400 Williams Street as submitted 
pursuant to the Chattanooga City Code, Section 38-596(4) and pursuant to the Form-Based 
Code, subject to any and all conditions:  lot width – approved  
 
Ladell seconds the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Gabe Thomas rejoined the Committee. 
 
 
Case #17-FB-00028 – 138 Market Street THIS PROJECT WITHDRAWN BY THE APPLICANT. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The applicant, George W. Walls, Jr., Trustee, has applied for the following modifications: 

• Parking setback from 30’ to 2’ / 0’ (varies) on Aquarium Way (A street) 
• Parking setback from 30’ to 2’ / 6’ (varies) on Market Street (A street) 
• Parking setback from 30’ to 10’ on Cherry Street (B street) 
• Parking buffer from 4’ / 6’ to 2’ on Market Street w/no buffer on remaining sides 
• Landscape islands required to 0 islands 
• Requested trees from 12 to 6 
• Sidewalk & verge on Cherry Street to no sidewalk or verge 
• Sidewalk size from 10’ to existing on Aquarium Way 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Application form has been revised. 
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12 month edits: 
 
Emily went over the list of proposed 12 month edits to the FBC.  (A copy of which is attached hereto 
and made a part hereof.) 
 
Comments: 
 
Assembly – define what this would apply to – a definite definition. 
Structural screening 
The term transparency should be clearly defined.   
Specific streets not designated as streets and new maps will be done 
Neighborhood review – It is proposed to delete this section.  William – This is something that the 

neighborhoods and City Council stressed having.  Heidi – They are hard to arrange and they are 
not very useful.  William – People think they have input in the design of the building.  People 
need to be educated about what they have the right to do.  Currently it says neighborhood 
meeting are required for any application for a permit or variance.  The first case today did not 
have a neighborhood meeting because no one with the association would set a meeting.  John – 
What if we change the wording that if an applicant makes a good faith effort to set a meeting that 
is acceptable.  Heidi – This proposal is what we want, that if they are coming to the committee 
they have to have a meeting.  John – Notification is a weak point to the surrounding neighbors.  
David - The requirements of what is to be shown at neighborhood meetings need to be modified 
to say applicable documentation. 

 
 
The Board has the first end of terms coming up.  
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:  November 9, 2017 
 
William made a motion to adjourn. 
David seconds the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
John Straussberger, Chair 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
Angela S. Wallace, Secretary 

 


