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Welcome to the first edition of LEADERSHIP MATTERS!  
We’re pleased to provide you with information about offices on the upcoming 
ballot, candidates running for office and dates of importance for voters in our 
community.  This update will also provide links to opportunities for public service 
in the City of Chattanooga as well as in Hamilton County.   
 
Our goal is to provide information that will be helpful to individuals wanting to 
learn more about the public service, elected offices, and the people who offer 
themselves for public service.  
 
We hope you enjoy the fruits our work and hope you’ll consider joining the 
Leadership Committee! We meet the first Friday of each month at 8:00 a.m. in 
the Veranda Room at City Hall and we’d love to have you join us!   
 
As always, we hope we provide you with information that matters to you!   
 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES:  2016 ELECTION CYCLE 
 
July 15-30:     Early Voting Begins 
 
August 4:     County General Election 
            State & Federal Primary Election 
 
September 16:   First day to pick up Papers for City of Chattanooga 2017  
 
October 11:     Last Day to Register to Vote 
 
October 19- November 3:  Early Voting 
 
November 8:     State and Federal Election Day! 
 
December 15:   Qualifying Deadline for City of Chattanooga Races 

 

1 



	
   3	
  

THE AUGUST 4 GENERAL ELECTION 
HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD 

There are nine school board districts that mirror geographic representation on 
the Hamilton County Commission.  While the Hamilton County Commissioners run 
by political party, the school board members do not.  There is no pay for the 
position and terms are staggered.   
 
This year, there are four districts on the ballot.  
 
 

DISTRICT 1:  
Jason Moses 
https://www.facebook.com/electjasonmoses/ 
Firefighter, City of Chattanooga 
 
 
Patti Skates 
https://www.facebook.com/pattiskatesforschoolboard/info/?tab=page_info 
Vice-Mayor, City of Soddy Daisy 
 
 
Rhonda Thurman (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/ElectRhondaforDistrict1/?fref=ts 
Small business owner 
 
 
 

DISTRICT 2:  
Kathy Lennon 
https://www.facebook.com/kathy.sumrell.7/about 
Retired teacher/ Business woman 
 
 
Jonathan Welch (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonathan-Welch-District-2-School-Board-
398710800168861/info/?tab=page_info 
Dentist 

[CONT’D] 
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DISTRICT 4:  
Montrell Beasley 
http://www.chattanoogan.com/2016/4/29/323199/Montrell-Besley-Kicks-Off-Campaign-
For.aspx?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=facebook 
Youth Development and Community Relations 
 
 
George Ricks (incumbent) 
http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2012/may/21/george-ricks-howards-
cheerleader/78453/ 
Outreach Coordinator 
 
 
Tiffanie Robinson 
https://www.facebook.com/TiffanieRobinsonForD4/ 
Business Woman 
 
 
Annette Thompson 
No information available 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT 7:  
Donna Horn (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/donna.horn?fref=ts 
Teacher 
 
 
Joe Wingate 
https://www.facebook.com/Elect-Joe-Wingate-1161933017172065/ 
Coach 
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HAMILTON COUNTY ASSESSOR OF PROPERTY 
NOTE: There is no incumbent  
The county's assessor of property appraises the value of residential, business 
and commercial property, as well as businesses' tangible personal property, for 
tax purposes. The position pays $115,588 a year, according to the county's 
2016 budget. 
 
 
Marty Haynes (R) 
http://www.martyhaynes.com/ 
Salesman and current Hamilton County Commissioner 
 
 
Mark Siedlecki (D) 
http://www.markforassessor.com/ 
IT Specialist 
 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

HAMILTON COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT JUDGE 
This position is elected by partisan office.  The Criminal Courts handle both 
felony and misdemeanor cases.  Cases are scheduled in Criminal Court after an 
indictment is issued by the Grand Jury, after an original presentment or 
information is issued, or after an appeal is granted from a lower court judgment.  
Criminal Court trials are usually juried trails, although a Criminal Court Judge may 
hear a case without a jury.  This is a six -year term that pays $150,000+ 
annually. 
 
 

Tom Greenholtz (incumbent) 
http://www.tomgreenholtz.com/ 
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THE AUGUST 4 STATE AND FEDERAL PRIMARY ELECTION 

STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Candidates run every two years for their seats.  They are paid $20,884 annually 
and $198 per diem per legislative day.  This is a partisan race. 
  
 
D ISTRICT 26:  
Gerald McCormick (R) (incumbent) 
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/house/members/h26.html 
Real Estate Developer 
State Salary:  $20,884 plus $198 per legislative day 
 
 
 
D ISTRICT 27:  
Steve Gordon (D) 
No information available 
 
 
Patsy Hazelwood (R) (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/ElectPatsy/ 
Retired Business Executive 
 
 
 
D ISTRICT 28:  
Dennis Clark (D) 
http://dennisclark.org/ 
Marketing and Business Development 
 
 
JoAnne Favors (D) (incumbent) 
Retired Nurse 
 
 

[CONT’D] 
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DISTRICT 29:  
Mike Carter (R) (incumbent)  
https://www.facebook.com/mike.carter.5494 
Businessman 
 
 
Ethan White (R) 
https://www.facebook.com/EthanforTN/info/ 
Realtor 
 
 
 
D ISTRICT 30:   They will face each other in the November general election 
Katie Cowley (D) 
https://www.facebook.com/katie.cowleycarpenter 
Community Activist 
 
 
Marc Gravitt (R) (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009090954169 
Auctioneer 
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STATE SENATE 

Thirty-three state senators represent their districts in the state senate.  They 
run for staggered four-year terms in partisan races.  Their salaries mirror their 
counterparts in the Tennessee State House. 
 
 
D ISTRICT 10:  
Todd Gardenhire (R) (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/electtoddgardenhire/ 
Stockbroker 
 
 
Ty O’Grady (D) 
https://www.facebook.com/ty.ogrady?fref=ts 
Entrepreneur 
 
 
Khristy Wilkinson (D) 
https://www.facebook.com/ty.ogrady?fref=ts 
Civic Volunteer  
 
 
Nick Wilkinson (D) 
https://www.facebook.com/nickwilkinsontn/ 
City of Chattanooga Economic Development 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

7 



	
   9	
  

	
  
US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The election for this office is every two years.  Members of Congress make 
$174,000 annually and generally have staffs of 15- 20 in DC and in the district.  
 
 
Chuck Fleischmann (R) (incumbent) 
https://www.facebook.com/ChuckFleischmann/?fref=ts 
Attorney 
 
 
Michael Friedman (D)  
https://www.facebook.com/michael.b.friedman.9?fref=ts 
Assistant Professor 
 
 
Topher Kerstig (I) 
https://www.facebook.com/topherforcongress/ 
E-Commerce Consultant 
 
 
George Ryan Love (D) 
http://georgeryanloveforcongress.nationbuilder.com/ 
Retail sales 
 
 
Melody Shekari (D) 
https://www.facebook.com/melody.shekari/?fref=nf 
Former Fellow, Mayor Berke’s Office; Lawyer/ CA licensed   
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WE’RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD (WO)MEN… 

 
Members of the Chattanooga City Council are looking for individuals who have 
interest in various boards and commissions.  Interested?  Just follow the link 
below…and, send a cover letter and resume to Councilwoman Carol Berz.  She 
has kindly offered to provide information to her colleagues on the Council for 
appointment consideration. 
 
http://www.chattanooga.gov/boards-commissions 
	
  
	
  
	
  

COMMISSION SPOTLIGHT:   HAMILTON COUNTY ELECTION 
COMMISSION 

 
Ever wonder who oversees everything from precinct infrastructure to certifying 
elections?  Look no further than the Hamilton County Election Commission. 
 
Here are the current  members :  
Current term of service: 2015-2017 
Michael Walden, Chairman (R) 
Jerry Summers, Secretary (D) 
Chris Clem (R) 
Ruth Braly (R) 
Kelvin Scott (D) 
  
To qualify for appointment to a county election commission (CEC) the appointee 
must have been a resident of Tennessee for five years and a resident of the 
Hamilton County for two years. On the 1st  Monday in April of odd-numbered 
years, the State Election Commission appoints five members to each CEC for a 
term of two years.  The political party representing the majority in the Tennessee 
General Assembly shall have three members.  Within 20 days after their 
appointment, the CEC shall organize their Commission by electing a Chair and 
Secretary of different political parties. 
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Regulated by the State of Tennessee and funded by Hamilton County 
government, the Hamilton County Election Commission office is responsible for 
administering fair and impartial elections for the county and all 10 incorporated 
municipalities.  In addition to processing all new voter registrations and updating 
existing voter registration files, the HCEC is required to maintain accurate voter 
registration rolls and voter history records.  In preparation for Election Day, the 
HCEC is responsible for assignment of polling locations for all 130 precincts, 
appointment/training of approximately 900+ election day workers, printing 
ballots,  programming voting machines, and ultimately the certification of 
election results.  
 
Interested in learning more?  Visit:  http://elect.hamiltontn.gov/ 
	
  

10 


