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Congratulations to the New Leaders

November 2012

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, the 
Department of Neighborhood Services and 
Community Development, the Office of the 
Mayor, and City Council recognized 15 new 
graduates of the Neighborhood Leadership 
Institute (NLI).

Over the last four months, the graduates 
of the Neighborhood Leadership Institute 
have taken courses to strengthen their 
skills as neighborhood leaders, displayed 
projects they would like to implement 
or have already implemented in their 
neighborhoods, and have become familiar 
with the departments and services of the 
City of Chattanooga.  

This year, Tracy Taylor, Teal Thibaud, 
and Isiah Hester were awarded the 
Neighborhood Image Award, recognizing 
graduates who are a catalyst for 
neighborhood change. Given to the first and 
second place winners of the project portion 

of class, Tracy Taylor and Teal Thibaud 
tied for first place and Isiah Hester was 
awarded second place. This was the first 
year the Neighborhood Image Award was 
presented.

Please join us in congratulating the 
Neighborhood Leadership Institute Class 
of 2012 and wishing them luck in their 
leadership endeavors!

A Newsletter from the Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development

Amber Beason
Steve Clowdus
Minnie Darden
Ezra Harris
Isiah Hester
Calvin Jones
Billy Lowry
Cami Madlock

Thaddeus Oliver
Tonya Rooks
Fallon Skinner
Marie Stoudemire
Tracy Taylor
Teal Thibaud
Paige Wichman

http://www.chattanooga.gov
mailto:brewer_d%40chattanooga.gov?subject=Common%20Ground%20Newsletter
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Administrator’s Letter
Congratulations to newest graduating class of the Neighborhood Leadership 

Institute. We are very pleased to turn out another fine group of future community 
leaders, and look foward to working with them.

National Night Out was a big success on its new date, despite the rain. The 
community came out to celebrate in neighborhoods across town. Thanks to all 
that volunteered and participated to make it a fun and educational event. It’s 
always a pleasure for us to come out and see so many working to keep their 
neighborhoods safe.

 Please take the time to participate in the Vacant Properties Survey the 
department is conducting. If you are aware of any vacant houses or vacant, 
unmaintained lots in your neighborhood, this is a quick and easy way to report 
them. You will need to know the address of the property you are reporting.

As we move into the holiday season, remember your neighbors. With 
everyone shopping, traveling and attending parties, it’s more important than 
ever to keep an eye on the neighborhood. Have a great Thanksgiving!Beverly P. Johnson, Administrator

Vacant Properties Survey
The Department of Neighborhood Services and 

Community Development (DNSCD) is on a fact finding 
mission to determine the number and locations of 
abandoned or foreclosed properties in the City of 
Chattanooga.

Abandoned and foreclosed properties include:
• Vacant Houses 
• Vacant, Unmaintained Lots
For this fact finding mission, the department 

requests your assistance in locating and identifying these 
properties. The department asks each neighborhood 
association or resident to complete an anonymous, 
five question survey to report vacant properties your 
association and/ or residents may be aware of in your 
neighborhood. DNSCD will be collecting this information 
until Monday, December 10, 2012.

Vacant properties locations may be reported 
by either completing our web-based survey, Vacant 
Properties Survey, or go to www.chattanooga.gov to 
complete an electronic form and e-mail to Lauren 
Lowery at lowery_l@chattanooga.gov or mail to her at:

Lauren A. Lowery
Attn: Vacant Properties

 Department of Neighborhood Services 
& Community Development 

101 E. 11th Street, Suite 200
Chattanooga, TN 37402

For more information, call 423-3718. The 
Department of Neighborhood Services and Community 
Development thanks you for your assistance with this 
research. 

The U. S. Small Business Administration (SBA), U. 
S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), and Tennessee Small Business Development 
Center partnered to sponsor the 1st annual Free 
Veterans Event.  The event was held September 
27 at Chattanooga State Technical Community 
College to provide information to veterans 
regarding education, housing and small business 
opportunities.  A Mobile Vet Center was also on 
site to provide readjustment counseling services. 
General B. B. Bell was the keynote speaker. Paula 
Coleman and Karen Clay, left, represented the City of 
Chattanooga Department of Neighborhood Services 
and Community Development.

1st Annual Veterans Event

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dC00LWRfRHMyV09OdkhyRFdldTNtOHc6MQ
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dC00LWRfRHMyV09OdkhyRFdldTNtOHc6MQ
http://www.chattanooga.gov/neighborhood-services/department-programs
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National Night Out 2012

On October 2, 2012, neighborhoods across the State of Tennessee 
came together to celebrate the 29th annual event known as National 
Night Out. Neighborhoods in Chattanooga partnered with each other 
in solidarity in the fight against crime. National Night Out is always a 
great opportunity to develop new relationships among the citizenry 
and local law enforcement, but also to renew and strengthen 
partnerships with the stakeholders in our communities.

Many Chattanooga neighborhoods participated in the event, 
Southside Chattanooga Oak Hills Neighborhood and Alton Park/
Piney Woods Neighborhood Association came together to co-host 
the 2012 National Night Out Kickoff. And what a kickoff it was!

Terry McCullough, President of the Southside Chattanooga Oak 
Hills Neighborhood Association and Karen Hatter, Vice President of 
the Alton Park/Piney Woods Neighborhood Association chose the 
theme for the kickoff “Celebrating Southside Chattanooga.” The Howard High School Band, Howard Junior Navy 
ROTC, youth musical groups, the Virtuous Church Choir, and the Calvin Donaldson Environmental Science Academy 
provided entertainment.  

The South Chattanooga Recreation Center provided the venue for the event as well as the youth musical talents of 
the Stars of Chattanooga. Ms. Readnower and her team worked with the organizers to create a video that showcases 
the area’s history as well as the legacy of past and current residents of the Southside community. Mr. McCullough and 

Ms. Hatter also gave high praise to Recreation Program Coordinator Kim 
Battle and her staff who “devoted time to planning and helped with the 
check in, set up and clean up.”

The business community also stepped up. Target, a national sponsor 
of the National Night Out, donated many items such as food and school 
supplies, as well as inflatable jump houses for the children. Image Works 
donated banners, flyers, and marketing materials and countless other key 
business partners contributed to this event.  

Ms. Hatter explained, “We wanted to demonstrate that different 
neighborhood associations could unite and effectively work together for 
the benefit of a community that both associations support.  I think we set 
a great example.” The Southside Chattanooga Neighborhood Association 
and the Alton Park/Piney Woods Neighborhood Association have indeed 
set a great example. The collaboration 
and partnerships shown at this event 
proves once again that “it takes a village”.

Our own Rod Morton grilled hot dogs for the 
Murray Hills celebration

Shepherd Community prepares food

Mayor Littlefield speaks to the large crowd at the kick-off event

by Debbie Johnson, Neighborhood Relations Specialist
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from the Chattanooga Police Department and Ty Armour, Neighborhood Relations Specialist
Now that it’s November, the holiday shopping season is getting into full 

swing. The types of crimes that increase during the holiday season are often 
preventable, if you take extra holiday theft precautions. The following holiday 
safety tips can reduce the likelihood of being targeted by a thief:

• Remove holiday gifts from your car after a shopping trip; otherwise you 
could be an easy target for a holiday thief.  If you must keep gifts in your 
car, secure them in the trunk or cover them with a blanket. And always 
lock your car doors.

• If you have a walk-out basement with accessible windows or a sliding 
glass door, consider adding extra DIY home security measures to 
keep your family and holiday gifts safe. Keep the shades drawn, especially at night, and consider using PVC pipe 
or a piece of wood to ensure sliding glass doors can’t be opened.

• When you’re shopping, keep a tight hold on your purse or wallet. Also, try to avoid carrying cash. Visible bills can 
entice a holiday thief to snatch your purse or pick your pocket.

• If you do your holiday shopping at night, be sure to park your car in a well-lit section of the parking lot. If you 
feel at all uncomfortable walking to your vehicle alone, enlist the help of the business’ security personnel.

• If you are going to be away for the holidays please let your neighbors know when you are leaving and returning 
home. Provide them with contact information in case of an emergency. Make you house look like it occupied 
even if it’s not by leaving a light on or using a light timer. Stop your mail/paper delivery or have a neighbor pick 
it up while you are away.

While taking extra holiday safety precautions may seem like an unnecessary burden, ensuring the security of 
your family, home and possessions is worth the effort.

Personal Safety Tips for the Holiday Season

Code enforcement is a process local governments use to gain compliance 
with land use and property regulations, such as zoning, uniform building 
and fire codes, health and housing codes. Typically, code enforcement 
departments inspect properties, issue notices of violations, and work with 
property owners and other responsible parties to bring these properties 
into compliance. Many code enforcement programs have teams of inspectors 
dealing with hundreds of cases that involve a wide variety of violations.

The most important difference between the cultures of law enforcement and code enforcement is the process 
and the pace with which they deal with violators. Police are empowered to arrest people on the spot or after lengthy 
behind-the-scenes investigations. In criminal cases, the fundamental constitutional rights of the accused require that 
prosecution proceed swiftly.

Because code enforcement focuses on how people use their real property, the U.S. and state constitutions require 
that governments provide a minimal level of due process before they can take action, so code enforcement systems 
are designed to work with property owners. Except when there is an immediate threat to public safety, enforcement 
agencies pursue legal remedies only when the owner has failed to comply within a reasonable period of time. In 
many cases, the effort to be fair to property owners can create loopholes that stubborn violators exploit to make 
the process last even longer. As a result, community groups and nonprofit developers often feel that the owners of 
nuisance properties get more due process than neighborhood residents.

The culture of code enforcement has some advantages. Because they rely on a separate set of administrative and 
civil legal remedies, they can provide police and community developers with new weapons in their efforts, such as 
nuisance abatement, to combat blighted and problem properties as places that attract crime. Sometimes the very 
pace of code enforcement actions and the multiple layers of action – from warnings to citations to injunctions to 
fines to criminal prosecution – can be used to persuade property owners to comply and become active participants 
in community revitalization strategies.

The Separate Realms Of Code 
Enforcement And Law Enforcement

From Leveraging Code Enforcement for Neighborhood Safety

http://www.lisc.org/docs/publications/Leveraging%20Code%20Enforcement_LISC-CSI.pdf
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Neighborly News from...

Missionary Ridge Neighborhood Association

Missionary Ridge Neighborhood Association was formed in 1990 with 
neighborhood protection and preservation as primary goals. The association 
is located in City Council District 9. Missionary Ridge is widely known for its 
rich historical history.  Volunteers of Missionary Ridge collected the records 
and data required to apply for recognition on the National Register of Historic 
Places, approved in 1996. By the 21st century, some homes were over 100 years 
old, and most were over 50 years old. More than a neighborhood with historic 
homes, it is also hallowed ground as part of a national battlefield. 

The association continues to work to ensure that issues of concerns 
are addressed and quality of life for all residents continues to flourish. The 
association sponsors and hosts a number of annual events and programs 
including the Community Festival, Clean-up, National Night Out and Annual 
Christmas Celebration.  

Missionary Ridge has applied for funding to continue the branding of 
the community.  Sign toppers, neighborhood directory and other community 
building projects have been awarded through the department’s Neighborhood 
Partners Program. This year the association applied for funding to purchase 
yard signs and banners as a way to publize upcoming events and activities. 

The board meets the second Thursday of the month at 6 p.m. at the old 
fire hall located at 36 Sheridan Avenue.  The fire hall has been converted into a 
neighborhood meeting venue and has a museum like quality with permanent 
displays depicting the rich history of Missionary Ridge. 

Environmental Job Training

Karen D. Clay, Neighborhood Relations Specialist

Eighteen students graduated October 17 from an Enterprise Center program 
intended to  place unemployed or underemployed Chattanooga residents in 
skilled environmental positions. The students successfully completed more 
than 200 environmental and heavy equipment specific classroom and job site 
hours as part of the Environmental “Green Jobs” Training program, which 
kicked off in July with the support of Mayor Ron Littlefield. The program was 
funded with the assistance of a three year Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) grant.

Graduates earned up to six certificates, including OSHA 40 Hazardous 
Waste Operator and Emergency Responder, OSHA 10 for Construction, OSHA 

10 for General Industry, First Aid/CPR/ Automated External Defibrillator, and 80 
hours Heavy Equipment Operator training. Additional awareness course hours 

included aerial lift training; fall protection and confined space entry preparation; 
lead-based paint awareness instruction; underground storage tank awareness; mold and asbestos remediation; 
and innovative technologies linking job skills to community needs. Most graduates will also complete an additional 
“Class A” Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) program in partnership with Chattanooga State. It is expected that at 
least 90% of students will gain full-time employment in the area’s environmental, construction, and transportation 
industries. Companies interested in interviewing recent graduates or learning more about program partnering are 
encouraged to contact Donna Van Natten at The Chattanooga Enterprise Center. 

The Environmental Job Training Program is slated to begin its second cohort class January 2013. Individuals must 
meet eligibility requirements and commit to the part-time 19-week training, have a valid Tennessee driver’s license, 
live within Hamilton County, pass a drug screen and consent to a background check and health physical. Applications 
are available at the Tennessee Career Center at Eastgate Town Center, online at www.secareercenter.org, Re:Start 
Adult Education Center at 1501 Riverside Drive, and on The Enterprise Center’s website www.theenterprisectr.org. 

www.secareercenter.org
www.theenterprisectr.org
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Neighborly News from... 

The Master Gardeners of Hamilton County 
in partnership with Chattanooga Public Library 
volunteers, added color and beauty to the grounds of 
the Downtown Library. The landscaping project is the 
result of a six-month planning and design process. This 
past spring, Master Gardeners planted six large planters 
with a variety of shrubs and flowers to enhance library 
entrances. Plants selected for library grounds were 
chosen to provide year-round color.  

Two library staff members involved in gardening 
efforts, Clara Swann and Diane Moore, are also Master 
Gardeners.  “Staff members and library customers are 
extremely grateful for all the hard work that went into 
making the library a more beautiful place to work and 
visit,” explained Andria Davis, Community Relations 
Coordinator.

Chattanooga Public Library
Andria Davis, Community Relations Coordinator, 
Chattanooga Public Library

The Master Gardners

Street Smarts 
  Don’t Just Ride Your 

Bicycle. 
  Drive It! 

We can bring this class to your 
neighborhood, either as a seminar or 

a class plus bicycle ride.  
All equipment provided. 

It’s FREE! 

With a few tips 
and tricks from 
the experts, you 

can learn how to 
drive your bicycle 
confidently and 

predictably  
in traffic. 

 

(423) 643-6888  
ruth@outdoorchattanooga.com  

mailto:ruth%40outdorrchattanooga.com?subject=Street%20Smarts
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Announcements 

ALLOCATIONS WORKSHOP
The City of Chattanooga’s

Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development
invites you to attend

the FY 2013-2014 Allocations Workshops
for CDBG and HOME Investment Act

The workshops will provide information on the application process and procedures, deadline 
dates for submission of project proposals, and level of funds available under each grant.

The Allocations Workshops will be conducted November 8, 2012
at the following times:

       HOME Investment Act........3:00-4:30 p.m. CDBG........4:30-6:00 p.m.
City Hall, Third Floor Multipurpose Room • 101 East 11th Street, Chattanooga, TN 37402

APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE WORKSHOPS
If you have questions or other concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood Services and 

Community Development Staff at City Hall, Second Floor, or by telephone at 757-5133.

Loose Leaf Collection
will begin in November and continue through February
Public Works crews will collect loose leaves on each 

residential street two times during the season.
Bagged leaves, loose leaves, and brush must be 

separated at the curb for collection. Residents must 
request bagged yard waste collection and brush 

collection by calling 3-1-1.
The Department of Public Works maintains an 

interactive collection area map of areas where loose 
leaves have been collected, are currently being 

collected, and which have not yet received service at 
www.chattanooga.gov.

Neighborhood Roundtable
November 17, 2012 at 1:00 p.m.

Mayor’s Conference Room
City Hall • 3rd Floor • 101 East 11th Street

http://74.116.50.125/lcmap/index.html
http://www.chattanoogaonstage.com
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For more information on these events and all registered neighborhood association meeting dates go to
Neighborhood Services at http://www.chattanooga.gov

and check our Calendar of Events

November Calendar of Events
Thursday November 1

9:00am – 10:00am Environmental Court

6:00pm – 7:00pm Alton Park Development Corporation

6:00pm – 7:00pm Glenwood Neighborhood Watch

7:00pm – 8:00pm Lookout Valley Neighborhood Association

Sunday November 4
6:00pm – 7:00pm Hemphill Neighborhood Association Meeting

7:00pm – 8:00pm Shepherd Community Council Meeting

Monday November 5
6:00pm – 7:00pm Spring Valley Charitable Corporation

6:00pm – 7:00pm Northside/Cherokee Community Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Battery Heights Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Wheeler Avenue Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 8:00pm Chattanooga Organized for Action

6:30pm – 7:30pm Hill City Neighborhood Association

6:30pm – 7:30pm East Lake Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Murray Hills Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Community Association of Historic St Elmo

Tuesday November 6
6:00pm – 7:00pm Shawnee Hills Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Forest Plaza Neighborhood Association

Wednesday November 7
10:00am – 11:00am Board of Zoning Appeals

Thursday November 8
9:00am – 10:00am Environmental Court

6:00pm – 7:00pm Churchville Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 8:00pm North Hixson Neighborhood Association

6:30pm – 7:30pm Clifton Hills Improvement Committee

6:30pm – 7:30pm Belvoir Neighborhood Association

6:30pm – 7:30pm Sector 3 CPIC meeting

7:00pm – 8:00pm Fort Wood Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Cedar Hill Improvement League

7:00pm – 8:00pm Martin Luther King Neighborhood Association

Saturday November 10
10:00am – 11:00am Murray Hills Neighborhood Association

Monday November 12
6:00pm – 8:00pm Chattanooga Organized for Action

7:00pm – 8:00pm Jefferson Heights Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Fairfax-Bagwell Neighborhood Association

Tuesday November 13
5:00pm – 6:00pm Foxwood Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Indian Hills Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Sector 2 CPIC Meeting

6:00pm – 7:00pm Glass Farms Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Alton Park Piney Woods Neighborhood Association

6:30pm – 7:30pm Biltmore Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Lake Hills Neighborhood Association

Wednesday November 14
10:00am – 11:00am Demolition Hearing

11:00am – 12:00pm East Lake Senior Citizens

Thursday November 15
9:00am – 10:00am Environmental Court

6:00pm – 7:00pm Dogwood Village Homeowner’s Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Brainerd Park North Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Missionary Ridge Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Southside Chattanooga Oak Hills Neighborhood 
Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Menlo Neighborhood Association

6:30pm – 7:30pm Olde Town Brainerd Neighborhood Association

6:30pm – 7:30pm Highland Park Neighborhood Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Lake Chickamauga Association

Monday November 19
11:30am – 12:30pm Friends of East Brainerd

5:30pm – 6:30pm Villages at Alton Park Neighborhood Watch

6:00pm – 7:00pm Washington Hills Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm North Brainerd Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Avondale Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 8:00pm Chattanooga Organized for Action

Tuesday November 20
6:00pm – 7:00pm Orchard Knob Neighborhood Association

6:00pm – 7:00pm Hickory Creek Townhome Association

7:00pm – 8:00pm Cloverale Neighborhood Association

Thursday November 22    Thanksgiving - City Hall Closed
Monday November 26

6:00pm – 8:00pm Chattanooga Organized for Action

7:00pm – 8:00pm Oak Grove Neighborhood Association Meeting

Thursday November 29
9:00am – 10:00am Environmental Court


