The If Trees Could Sing Initiative
In the spring of 2015 The Nature Conservancy sent representatives from Nashville to invite the City of Chattanooga to take part in their new initiative called, “If Trees Could Sing”. City Forester Gene Hyde heard their sales pitch and knew immediately that it was a great idea. The program brings together a diverse array of musical artists to talk about trees and their environmental benefits for people. Each artist talks or sings about a specific tree and their narrative is available through three separate venues:
1. On-line through the Nature Conservancy’s website. http://www.nature.org/ourinitiatives/regions/northamerica/unitedstates/tennessee/if-trees-could-sing/index.htm
2. By viewing the sign placed in front of each tree. The artists’ direct message is accessible through a QR code on the plaque. A total of 34 plaques have been installed in three parks: Coolidge Park, Greenway Farm, and the Aquarium plaza.
3. On-line through the City’s Story Board: http://arcg.is/1kzDuN4
The Tree Commission so embraced the project that they raised funds and planned a special launch party for Earth Day in Coolidge Park on the evening of April 22, 2016. The Urban Forestry section installed the plaques to educate people about the usefulness of trees for absorbing air pollution, sequestering carbon, intercepting stormwater, and reducing energy costs. 
Although neither the Urban Forestry section nor the Tree Commission originated the idea they were quick to accept the concept, recruit local musicians to take part, install the signs, and raise over $5,000 for a special launch party on Earth Day. Photos of the event are located on the Take Root Facebook Page.
Trees do so much for us, making life healthier and better in many ways. But trees can’t tell us what they do for us and why we should care. So who speaks for the trees? Musicians do! View the videos to learn more.
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