
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDINANCE NO. 11968
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 6958, AS AMENDED, KNOWN AS THE ZONING ORDINANCE, BY AMENDING ARTICLE V, SECTIONS 650 AND 1700, SO AS TO CLARIFY PARKING REQUIREMENTS WITHIN THE URBAN GENERAL COMMERCIAL (UGC) ZONE.


______________________________________________________

WHEREAS, The Chattanooga-Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission has determined a need for and has recommended to the City Council amendments to Article V, Sections 650 and 1700 to clarify parking requirements within the Urban General Commercial (UGC) Zone.
NOW, THEREFORE,

SECTION 1.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Ordinance No. 6958, as amended, known as the Zoning Ordinance, Article V, Section 650, Urban General Commercial Zone and Section 1700, Off Street Parking and Loading Space Requirements, be amended as follows:
Section 651(Intent):

Delete paragraph four of in its entirety and substitute in thereof the following:

This zone is also intended to encourage reduced parking if it meets the reduced parking requirement allowable in the Urban Overlay Zone.  In addition, these reductions may be used in conjunction with all shared parking options to further reduce the required amount of parking.  Additionally, pedestrian and bicycle facilities play an important role as urban form enables non-vehicular trips and these areas are services by a well-connected street grid with sidewalks and transit that is frequent.

Relocate paragraph five in its entirety and place within Section 661 (Additional Standards) as number (6) in the description below.

Section 656 (Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures) and 
Section 657 (Prohibited Uses and Structures):

Delete them in their entirety and substitute in lieu thereof the following:
656.  Permitted Accessory Uses and Structures:
The following accessory uses and structures may be permitted in any approved Urban General Commercial Zone:

(1) Uses and structures which are customarily incidental and subordinate to permitted principal uses and structures, as stated and restricted above, and which do not involve operations or structures not in keeping with the intent of this section or with the character of the zone, or likely (as constructed, operated, or maintained: to have an adverse effect on the character of areas surrounding the zone.

(2) Any outdoor storage of equipment or merchandise shall be limited to 20% of the lot square footage, excluding the area where buildings are located; such area shall be contained by fence, a minimum of six (6) feet high, and shall not encroach upon the required parking area.  In the case of nurseries, florist greenhouses and garden centers, outdoor storage shall be permitted and screened by a sight obscuring fence, a minimum of six (6) feet high.

Section 661 (Additional Standards):

Insert the following as subsection (6), renumbering the existing subsection 6 to (7) and add subsection (8) as follows:
(6)
Applicants seeking rezoning to this zone or individuals considering development or redevelopment of properties zoned Urban General Commercial Zone shall attend the City of Chattanooga’s Pre-submittal meeting to gather important guidance and feedback on the technical issues of the project and should consider using the Regional Planning Agency’s Planning and Design Studio for project consultation.

(8) For off-street parking requirements see Article V, Section 1700, et seq.

Section 1703 (District Regulations within the Parking Requirements): 

Insert the following as subsection (L) and re-alphabetize existing subsections (L) through (V):
(L) UGC Urban General Commercial Zone



For parking requirements refer to Table 1700

Users of this zone are strongly encouraged, but are not required, to meet the reduced parking requirements allowable in the Urban Overlay Zone, if applicable.

Additional requirements:

The square footage of any outdoor accessory uses and the base square footage of the primary building/structure shall be added together for the total square footage in calculating the amount of required off-street parking.

Parking for nurseries, florist greenhouses, garden centers, and related outdoor storage shall be subject to the requirements of the City Traffic Engineer.

SECTION 2.
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage.

PASSED on Second and Final Reading

                     May 15                   , 2007.
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