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For Immediate Release
September 6, 2007

 
Registration Now Open for the 9th Annual Neighborhoods and Codes Conference
Chattanooga, Tennessee – In keeping with its commitment to strengthen Chattanooga’s neighborhoods, the Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development is pleased to announce the 9th Annual Neighborhoods and Codes Conference to be held October 17-19, 2007 at the Chattanooga Convention Center. The theme for this year’s event is “Quilting the Fabric of Our Neighborhoods.”

Recognized as one of the premiere Codes and Neighborhoods Conferences of the southeast, this year’s agenda includes a total of 24 workshops for codes professionals, neighborhood leaders, and volunteers. The conference is structured in a dual track format, including a Neighborhood track and a Codes track. Codes professionals attending the conference have the opportunity to earn Continuing Education Units towards maintaining their professional certifications. Neighborhood leaders and community organizers have the opportunity to attend workshops that address topics vital to neighborhood organizing in Chattanooga today, such as empowering youth to get involved in their community, language and cultural barriers among residents, and involving the faith community in neighborhood solutions.

The event will open on Wednesday, October 17th at 5:00 p.m. with a general session on “Effective Leadership,” facilitated by Dr. Mack McCarter, Coordinator and Founder of the Shreveport-Bossier Community Renewal in Shreveport, Louisiana. Recognized nationally and internationally, Shreveport-Bossier Community Renewal is a non-profit organization working to restore safe and caring communities through personal relationships. The evening will also include the Neighborhood Fair and Reception, which will showcase the projects of the upcoming graduates of the Neighborhood Leadership Institute, also sponsored by the Department.

Thursday’s luncheon address on “Avoiding Neighborhood Scams” will be delivered by Calvin Sneed, Consumer Reporter for WTVC, News Channel 9. The event will culminate on Friday, October 19th with the Neighborhood Leadership Institute Graduate Recognition Ceremony led by Mayor Ron Littlefield and Dr. James Catanzaro, President of Chattanooga State. 

The Neighborhood track of the conference is free. Registration for the Codes track is $100. Registration is required; those interested may obtain a brochure by calling the Department at (423) 425-3700 or visiting the web-site site at www.chattanooga.gov. The deadline for registration is September 30, 2007.

For more information please contact Vanessa Jackson at (423) 425-3700. 
