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Focus on Preventive Maintenance
Mayor Kinsey Initiates New Storm Water Strategy
Over the next three years, all new storm water construction will be contracted with private industry on a bid basis so that City-Wide crews can concentrate on the City's new preventive maintenance program.

The program is a result of a two-month study in which management personnel from the Storm Water Division and Public Works were asked to reevaluate the City's storm water drainage system. "We realized the need to better maintain the drainage system," said Tom Scott, manager, Storm Water Management Division. "It makes little sense to construct new catch basins or other types of structures to alleviate flooding problems, if there is no routine maintenance program to keep them clean."

This massive undertaking will include the cleaning and continual maintenance of hundreds of miles of existing ditches and drainpipes, and 5,700 catch basins. It is projected that this continual upkeep of existing structures will eliminate 30 to 40 percent of the drainage problems in low-lying areas.

Funds will come from the storm water budget, supported by storm water fees and a bond issue.

Pesticides Blamed
Traffic Accident Causes Fish Kill
An August 13, 1997 accident on I-24 involving an exterminating company led to the release of pesticides into a tributary of Spring Creek, resulting in a significant fish kill. Thanks to the quick response of the Chattanooga Fire Department only a small amount of pesticide managed to reach the tributary. Water quality samples taken after the accident found pesticide levels in the stream to be between 0.5 and 2.0 parts per billion. Unfortunately, even small amounts of pesticide can be deadly to fish and aquatic life. David Young of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency estimated that over 3,000 fish were killed including bream, minnows, bass, and mad toms.

This accident is an excellent example of how accidental releases and improper disposal of pesticides can harm our water quality. If you use pesticides and herbicides at home or work, please follow the application guidelines on the label. Do not over spray in hopes that the pesticide will work quicker. In addition, pesticides should not be applied when rain is eminent or when you are irrigating your lawn as the pesticide will be washed into the nearest stream.

Extra pesticide should be stored indoors and out of the reach of children. Pesticides that are not going to be used should be taken to one of Chattanooga's Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days. For more information on when these collections occur, please contact the Recycling Center at 423-697-1409.
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Water Quality Analyst Wayne Boyd collects a water sample for laboratory analysis

Development in Chattanooga
Seminar and Trade Show To Be Held
Storm Water Management and Chattanooga State Technical Community College are sponsoring a daylong seminar detailing water quality issues that developers and others must address while doing work in the Chattanooga area. The seminar will be held at Chattanooga State on March 20, 1998 and includes a series of speakers from both the private sector and various governmental agencies. Topics slated are wetlands, NPDES Construction Storm Water, ARAPs, Erosion Control Plans, and the Economics of Erosion Control. A trade show will be held in conjunction with the seminar. Admission to the seminar and trade show is free; however, space in the seminar is limited to 120 people.

Please reserve your seminar space early by calling Doug Fritz at (423) 757-0013. Additionally, if your company would like to reserve a table at the trade show, give Doug a call.

Development in Chattanooga: The Storm Water Perspective

Chattanooga State Technical Community College

March 20, 1998

Tentative Schedule

8:30-9:15
Welcome

  

Mr. Greg Upham, Manager, Tennessee Department of Agriculture,



Non-Point Source Program

9:15-9:45
Wetlands and Streams-What to Look For-Robert Baker



Tennessee Division of Water Pollution Control, Natural Resources Section

9:45-10:00
Break

10:00-10:30
Federal Wetland and Stream Permitting--Carl Olson, USACOE

10:30-11:00
Tennessee NPDES Construction Storm Water and ARAP Permits-

 

Dan Eagar, TDEC-NRS

11:00-11:30
Chattanooga Land Disturbing Permits and Development Requirements-

 

Tom Scott, CSWM

11:30-1:00
Lunch

1:00-1:30
Economics of Erosion Control-Dr. Jim Smoot, University of Tennessee, Knoxville

1:30-2:00
Creating Effective Erosion Control Plans-Berry Edwards, Law Environmental

2:00-2:30
Selecting the Right Erosion Controls for Your Site-Denise Horton, NRCS

2:30-3:00
Facility P2 using Good Housekeeping Practices-Bill Phillips, Aquaterra

3:00-3:15
Closing

Trade Show: 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.     
Storm Water Management and UTC to Study Local Water Quality
Storm Water Management has contracted with the Department of Biological and Environmental Sciences at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga to study water quality in Chattanooga's streams. Dr. Mark Schorr along with several graduate students will conduct fish and aquatic insect studies in conjunction with chemical sampling to determine the effects of storm water run-off on our aquatic environment. This three-year study will also provide a baseline of the overall quality of our streams.

The graduate students also will assist Dr. "Rardy" Spratt in another study to monitor the amount of fecal coliforms in our streams. Fecal coliform is a bacterium that is found in animal waste. In urban situations, the presence of large amounts of fecal coliform can indicate that raw sewage is somehow entering our streams. Untreated sewage can be released from broken or clogged sewer lines, connection lines, and failed septic tanks. Once high fecal coliform numbers are found, Storm Water Management personnel can then investigate the problem and have the problem corrected.

Finally, Dr. Gary Litchford will conduct a pilot project to locate and map the City's storm water infrastructure using a global positioning system. As part of the City's Storm Water Permit, Chattanooga is required to locate and map the entire storm water system. Dr. Litchford's study will assist Storm Water Management in meeting these requirements.

