
ORDINANCE NO. 11700
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART II, CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE I, SECTION 3-19, ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3-71, ARTICLE IX, SECTION 3-92 AND ARTICLE X, SECTION 3-102, RELATIVE TO SIGNS.

_______________________________________________________

SECTION 1.  BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article I, Section 3-19, Signs Distracting to Motor Vehicle Operators Prohibited, by appropriately redesignating be and the same and is amended by deleting the second paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
(b) 
No off-premise or on-premise sign shall have moving parts, picture tubes, lights or illumination that vary in intensity, flash or change color, except as follows: (i) that tri-vision and electronic light emitting display off-premise signs with moving parts shall be permitted provided that the message on must change in no less than two (2) seconds and shall remain static for no less than nine (9) seconds, (ii) on-premise message centers shall be allowed provided a special permit has been obtained pursuant to the provisions of Article X of this Chapter, (iii) on-premise signs displaying current time and/or temperature only through the use of lights that vary in illumination or intensity shall be allowed, provided that each display shall remain constant for a minimum of four (4) seconds; and, (iv) off-premise scroll-lite signs shall be permitted provided that the message must change in less than six (6) seconds and shall be static for no less than nine (9) seconds. 
SECTION 2.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article VII, Section 3-71(a)(6), Prohibited On-premise Signs and Devices, be and the same and is amended by adding the following language at the end of said subsection: “Excepting that reader boards signs may allow electronic messages with condition that it is secondary to main sign, cannot exceed size of the main sign and message must remain constant for a minimum of nine (9) seconds, and the message change shall be accomplished within a maximum of two (2) seconds.” 

SECTION 3.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article VII, Section 3-71(b), Prohibited On-premise Signs and Devices, be and the same is amended by adding the following language at the end of said subsection: “In addition, attention arrestors used to distract attention to the business, such as but not limited to, strobe lights in which the flash can be detected outside the business are prohibited.” 
SECTION 4.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article IX, Section 3-92 (e), General Regulation of Permanent On-Premise Signs, be and the same is amended by deleting the following language “If any premises is entitled to use a detached sign pursuant hereto but does not do so, then the total sign area of attached signs on each facade may be increased but shall in no event exceed thirty percent (30%) of the area of the facade to which the signs are attached.” 

SECTION 5.  
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article IX, Section 3-92, General Regulation of Permanent On-Premise Signs, be and the same is amended by adding a new subsection as follows:

(g)
For premises within the downtown area (this area being described as the Tennessee River on the North, United States Highway 27 on the West, 12th Street on the South and the Georgia state line on the East(( conflict/accuracy/size limits – Central Avenue or Lindsey Street?) the number of attached signs for a premises, or for each occupant of a premises, shall not be limited, but the total sign area of any attached signs shall be limited to a maximum area of forty (40) square feet, but in no event shall the size of the sign exceed the maximum limitations set forth in subsection 3-92(e) of this Chapter. Exceptions to this provision shall be directed to the Board of Sign Appeals.” 
SECTION 6.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 3, Article X, Section 3-102, Jurisdiction of the Board, be and the same is amended by adding a new subsection as follows:
(b)
To hear and rule on requests for variances to permit an attached sign greater than in size than allowed by Article IX, Section 3-92(e) of this Chapter, if, in the opinion of said Board (if, based on findings of fact made by the Board?) a severe and substantial hardship is imposes by the provision of this Chapter.  The Board shall require a showing of such hardship with respect to circumstances of a unique site location, which may include, but not limited to: (i) setback of building right-of-ways, or, (ii) building heights or other visual impediments that would prevent visibility of said sign to (the) traveling public. 
SECTION 7.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage.
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