ORDINANCE NO. 11760
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, CHAPTER 7, REGARDING CHICKENS AND PERMITS.
______________________________________________________

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE:


SECTION 1.
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 74, be and the same is hereby amended by deleting said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 7-74.
Keeping or possessing swine, goats or chickens.

a)
It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or possess swine, goats, chickens or roosters within the City on property other than agriculturally zoned land, unless such animals are kept on a tract of land containing five (5) or more contiguous acres.  Any such animals must be kept or maintained in a manner which does not constitute a nuisance, including foul or offensive odors.  Any person keeping chickens and/or roosters on a tract of land containing two (2) or more contiguous acres prior to December 1, 2005, shall be permitted to continue, provided that such use is not discontinued for thirty (30) or more continuous days.
b)
This section shall not be construed to apply to persons possessing such animals for the purpose of being transported through the City, to such animals being kept and offered for sale at regularly operated stockyards or slaughterhouses, or which are located temporarily on property for the purpose of kudzu control.  This section shall also not apply to Miniature African Pigs or Pot-Bellied Pigs kept as house pets.
SECTION 2:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 2, be and the same is hereby amended by deleting the below definition in its entirety:

“Kennel” means a person other than a shelter or registered rescue organization who keeps, harbors, maintains seven (7) or more animals.

SECTION 3:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 2, be and the same is hereby amended by deleting the definition of “pet dealer” in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

“Pet dealer” means any person or organization, other than a shelter or registered rescue organization, who engages in the business of selling, buying, brokering, or bartering of animals, whether such animals are located in the City or just offered for sale, barter, broker, etc., in the City.
SECTION 4:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 2, be and the same is hereby amended by adding the following definition:

“Rescue organization” means any person or organization, that is not acting for profit, and that rescues animals from a variety of sources and places them through adoption with new owners.

SECTION 5:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 31 (b), be and the same is hereby amended by deleting said sub-section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

(b)
The provisions of this section shall not apply to:
i)
 nonresidents of the City who are traveling through the City or temporarily sojourning therein for a period of less than thirty (30) days, nor to persons bringing dogs or cats into the City exclusively for show or exhibition purposes.
ii)
an animal rescued by a registered rescue organization (as defined in this 
chapter) for a period of one (1) year from the intake/rescue of such animal.

SECTION 6:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 33, be and the same is hereby amended by deleting said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

Sec. 7-33.
Multiple-pet, dealer, and breeder permits.

(a)
No person or organization shall keep, lodge or maintain in excess of seven (7) dogs and/ or cats, unless such person or organization shall apply for and receive a multiple-pet permit from Animal Services.

(1)
This requirement shall not apply to a registered rescue organizations, an animal shelter, a zoo of a governmental agency, or an institution of higher learning.

(2)
Any person operating a rescue organization or shelter must register with Animal Services, providing documents as may be required for proof of rescuer status, in order to fit within the exceptions to licensing and permitting in this chapter.
(b)
Any pet dealer, as defined in this chapter, must apply for and receive a pet dealer permit from Animal Services.

(c)
Any person who owns or has control of a dog or cat and who intentionally or accidentally causes or allows the breeding of such dog or cat shall obtain a breeder’s permit.

(d)
Multiple pet and Pet Dealer permits will not be issued to persons found to have violated City and/ or state laws regarding neglect or cruelty for a period of three (3) years after the time of the last violation.

SECTION 7:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 34 (a), (b), (c) and (d), be and the same are hereby amended by deleting said sub-sections in their entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

(a)
The permits in Sec. 7-33 will be valid for one year and will be in addition to any other licenses or permits required by this chapter.

(b)
Said permits shall be:
i)
Multiple Pet Permit:  fifty dollars ($50.00) per year.
ii)
Pet Dealer Permit:  three hundred dollars ($300.00) per year.
iii)
Breeder Permit:  two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) per year, except that such fee may be waived upon the spaying of the animal bred.
iv)
Rescue organization registration:  no fee 

(c)
The administrator of Animal Services shall possess the authority to establish minimum standards for the facilities or quarters where animals are kept.

(d)
Facilities of permit applicants and registered rescue organizations will be subject to inspection by Animal Service Officers for compliance with this chapter’s and the 
permit’s minimum standards.

SECTION 8:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 41, be and the same is hereby amended by deleting the first sentence of said section in its entirety and substituting in lieu thereof the following:

It shall be unlawful for any person in the City to neglect, overdrive, overload, torture, torment, deprive of necessary sustenance, cruelly beat, or needlessly mutilate or kill, or cause or procure to be neglected, overdriven, overloaded, tortured, tormented or deprived of necessary sustenance, or cruelly beaten or needlessly mutilated or killed any animal, or to use any animal when unfit for labor.

SECTION 9:
That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 7, Section 79, be and the same is hereby amended by deleting said section in its entirety.
SECTION 10:
That this Ordinance shall become effective two (2) weeks from and after its passage, provided however that this ordinance shall be operative immediately upon passage.

PASSED on Second and Final Reading
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S/________________________________________









CHAIRPERSON







APPROVED:     X       DISAPPROVED: _____






DATE:               October 31                   , 2005







S/________________________________________










MAYOR



AKS/add








PAGE  
3

