
RESOLUTION NO. 22975

A RESOLUTION JOINING WITH HAMILTON COUNTY GOVERNMENT IN ENDORSING THE HAMILTON COUNTY SCHOOLS “DRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE” AND REQUESTING THE STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS TO FUND THIS PLAN AS AN EDUCATIONAL MODEL FOR THE NATION TO PROVIDE QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS.


WHEREAS, the Hamilton County Commission, on May 2, 2001, adopted a Resolution endorsing the Hamilton County Schools “Drive for Excellence” and requested the State and Federal governments to fund this plan; and


WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor for the City of Chattanooga are committed to excellence in public education for all students; and


WHEREAS, local government in Hamilton County provides sixty-four (64%) percent of all funding for local education, the second highest percentage in the State of Tennessee; and


WHEREAS, the Hamilton County Commission two years ago increased local annual operating funding by more than $17 million; and


WHEREAS, the Hamilton County Commission has funded more than $100 million in bonded school construction over the past five years; and


WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee Better Education Plan formula does not fairly or adequately fund urban school systems like Hamilton County; and


WHEREAS, the administration of President George W. Bush has issued a call for models of educational excellence that highlight accountability; and


WHEREAS, Hamilton County Schools have adopted a five-year Drive for Excellence strategic plan that emphasizes student achievement, quality teachers and accountability of results; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, That the Mayor and City Council for the City of Chattanooga hereby join with the County Executive and the Hamilton County Board of Commissioners in endorsing the “Drive for Excellence” plan and call on the state and federal government to fund this plan as an education model for the nation and to embrace its effort to provide quality public education for all students.

ADOPTED:
May 8, 2001.
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